


Dear Voter,

Thank you for taking the time to read our "Irish Politicians and Animal Issues" booklet.

If you care about animals and are opposed to the cruelty of activities such as hare coursing and
fox hunting, you are in the majority of the electorate.

Despite most Irish people wanting cruelty ended, some politicians ignore this and shamelessly
work to defend those involved in terrorising, injuring and killing wildlife.

In the following pages, you will see where politicians stand. If TDs in your constituency have 
spoken in favour of cruelty in the past, please contact them now. Encourage them to respect the
wishes of the majority and reconsider their stance.

How you and your family vote in the next election will help determine if Ireland's next government
is one which chooses to protect animals or protect animal abusers.

Before you cast your vote, consider the views of each of the candidates. If particular candidates
are not included in this booklet, question them directly. We also recommend watching our
"Politicians" playlist at www.youtube.com/icabs

We believe that Ireland will only ever achieve true greatness, when foxhunting, hare coursing and
all forms of cruelty are permanently abolished here.

On election day, please choose compassion over cruelty.

Thank you.

Irish Council Against Blood Sports

www.banbloodsports.com



The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can
be judged by the way its animals are treated ~ Gandhi
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"I emphasise that I am totally opposed to this legislation [to ban the Ward Union
deerhunt], as a representative of Longford-Westmeath and as a countryman who
supports the rural pursuits and unique heritage and tradition of field sports...My
farm has facilitated hunting throughout my life and both my father and grandfa-
ther before him allowed the hunts to pass through our lands. I will continue to
allow them do so. Hunting unites farmers and sports people for a common recre-
ational purpose and tradition. I am deeply concerned at the appalling actions of
the Minister and his wilting Green Party, which are aimed at destroying country
wide field sports...

"I was shocked to see on the Minister’s website the no-holes-barred assertion
that the Green Party intended to attack coursing and fox hunting and secure a
legislative ban on all blood sports...Banning hunting, which is a strong tradition in
rural Ireland going back centuries and over many generations, would be a threat
to the rural way of life and would be strongly resisted by rural people and by
people living in towns who participate in rural sports, many of whom I am
delighted to welcome onto my farm every spring. " Wildlife (Amendment) Bill
2010: Second Stage, Thursday, 24 June 2010

"The Fine Gael Party will strongly oppose any change to the existing licensing
arrangements for stag and fox hunting. Any new regulations made by the
Minister, or his Government, will be reversed...I can assure the Minister of State
that any attempt to ban hunting, which is a strong tradition in rural Ireland going
back centuries and many generations, would be a threat to the rural way of life
and would be strongly resisted by rural people." Field Sport Regulation,
Adjournment Debate, 11 March 2010.

Email: james.bannon@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6184226

JAMES BANNON, TD Fine Gael, Longford-Westmeath
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SEÁN BARRETT, TD
In 2010, Sean Barrett voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Dun Laoghaire

Email: sean.barrett@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-61838951010



"[I am] a person who shoots game...Shooting at game are part of the country-
side and will remain. I disagree fundamentally with people who say that we
shouldn't be doing it at all." From a Dail debate on the Wildlife Act, featured on
Oireachtas Report, 18 July 2012.

In March 2013, Tom Barry voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferret-
ing, badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances. 

TOM BARRY, TD

Email: Tom.Barry@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183328

Fine Gael, Cork East
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RICHARD BOYD BARRETT, TD
People Before Profit Alliance, Dun Laoghaire

"The gaping omission in this Bill is that although animal cruelty is well defined,
along with the need to make it illegal to engage in cruelty against animals,
there are two specific opt-outs in the areas of hare coursing and fox hunting.
That is unacceptable and difficult to understand. What possible justification is
there for this when cruelty is so well defined as causing unnecessary suffering
to animals? How can the Minister indicate that cruelty in some circumstances
can be allowed, justified or excluded from the provisions of the Bill that try to
establish a humane regime for the treatment of animals? The Minister simply
cannot justify this exclusion and he should not do so.

"The Bill needs to be amended in this regard because hare coursing involves
cruelty to animals in all the ways described by Deputy Daly and fox hunting
also involves cruelty and suffering for animals. It is not something the vast
majority of people in the country want or support. Outlawing this form of cruelty
does not endanger traditional pursuits because, as has been well debated and
discussed and I do not need to inform the Minister of it, there are humane
alternatives whereby such activities can be carried on in other ways such as
through drag coursing which do not require the suffering of animals. The
Minister should take his lead from Northern Ireland where hare coursing has
been banned and we should do the same. There should be no exemptions.
Cruelty to animals is cruelty to animals and it should not be allowed. I welcome
the Bill but it is important that the Government makes these amendments and
removes the exclusions on hare coursing and fox hunting." Animal Health and
Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage, Dail Eireann, September 19th,
2012. 

Email: Richard.BoydBarrett@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-618344912



PAT BREEN, TD 
"We all know people in every parish in every county who take great pride in
their greyhounds and Clare is no different. Many of the dog breeders there go
to the greyhound tracks in Limerick or Galway every Friday and Saturday night
and they look forward to that social event. 

"Greyhound racing and coursing are extremely important...Many people are
involved in coursing clubs, such as the Tradaree Coursing Club. They want to
have a dog who will raise a flag and win a race in Clonmel or wherever...

"I visited the kennels of the County Clare Hunt, which are located in my parish
of Drumquin." Dog Breeding Establishments Bill 2009 [Seanad]: Second Stage,
2nd June 2010.

In 2010, Deputy Breen voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Clare

Email: pat.breen@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618422413



TOMMY BROUGHAN, TD
"I remain opposed to all so-called blood 'sports'." (February 2010)

"I support your call to introduce drag coursing in place of coursing of hares."
(September 2003) 

In 2010, ICABS sent the following message of thanks to Tommy Broughan after
he abstained from voting in the Wildlife Amendment Bill vote in 2010: "We wish
to thank you very much for remaining true to your principles and refusing to vote
against the Wildlife Amendment Bill [which banned stag hunting with hounds].
Your action helped achieve success for this historic bill and bring the cruel Ward
Union hunt to an end. You have our greatest respect and admiration."

Labour Party, Dublin North-East

Email: thomas.p.broughan@oireachtas.ie Telephone: 01-618355714



JOHN BROWNE, TD
"The purpose of the Bill is to make provision for an extension of the current hunt-
ing licence provisions for the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2010. It removes the end
date for certain provisions in that Act. All shotgun licences issued after 1 August
2009 will be valid for use by hunters to hunt lawfully wild birds and hares within
the appropriate open seasons." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012 [Seanad]:
Second and Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012.

In September 2009, John Browne forwarded an appeal to Minister Brendan
Smith and John Gormley and asked them to "seriously consider" the points
ICABS raised about hare coursing. 

Fianna Fail, Wexford

Email: john.browne@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 053-92 3504615



In March 2013, Richard Bruton voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork,
ferreting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus perform-
ances.

In 2010, Deputy Bruton voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

RICHARD BRUTON, TD

Email: richard.bruton@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6312172

Fine Gael, Dublin North Central
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In March 2013, Joan Burton voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Burton voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

JOAN BURTON, TD

Email: joan.burton@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6184006

Labour Party, Dublin West
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RAY BUTLER, TD
In March 2013, Ray Butler voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Meath West

Email: Ray.Butler@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618337818



JERRY BUTTIMER, TD
"As someone who has had a family involvement in greyhounds over the years, I
think it is important that we understand the massive economic activity that the
greyhound industry generates in Ireland...We must examine the issue of making
greyhound racing and horse racing sustainable in this country. We must look at the
betting industry here." Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011, 30th June 2011.

In March 2013, Jerry Buttimer voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cork South Central

Email: Jerry.Buttimer@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618338019



CATHERINE BYRNE, TD
In March 2013, Catherine Byrne voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Dublin South Central

Email: catherine.byrne@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618308320



ERIC BYRNE, TD
"I am sure that nobody likes to see or indeed put animals to death. I am a hill-
walker and I hate to see those guys with their guns all dressed up like Army
Rangers waiting to kill the deer." From an email to ICABS, December 2010. 

In March 2013, Eric Byrne voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin South Central

Email: Eric.Byrne@oireachtas.ie Telephone: 01-618322321



DARA CALLEARY, TD
In March 2013, Dara Calleary voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"The Ward Union is on the scrap metal heap..." 
Dail debate, 8 November 2011.

Fianna Fail, Mayo

Email: dara.calleary@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 096-7761322



CIARAN CANNON, TD
In March 2013, Ciaran Cannon voted against an amendment to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming in Ireland.

Fine Gael, Galway East

Email: Ciaran.Cannon@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-889651023



JOE CAREY, TD
"I am a greyhound owner and breeder...I acknowledge and welcome the involve-
ment of greyhound industry interests, including the IGB [and] Irish Coursing
Club..." Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011: Second Stage, 30 June 2011.

"I wish to put on record my opposition to this Bill and its knock-on effect on the
greyhound industry. The Irish greyhound industry is a world leader and it has
been allowed to grow and develop under the Greyhound Industry Act 1958. The
Dog Breeding Establishments Bill will tamper with and have a very negative
effect on the greyhound industry." Dog Breeding Establishments Bill 2009:
Discussion, 11 May 2010

"This column has gone to the dogs, so today, we are dedicating it to Taco
Beauty, a dark brindle breeding bitch belonging to Clare TD Joe Carey. While
speaking on the controversial dog breeding Bill in the Dail yesterday, Fine Gael's
new assistant chief whip told his delighted colleagues that he just found out that
his breeding bitch is in pup." from Miriam Lord's week column, Irish Times, 3rd
July 2010

"Deputy Joe Carey: I welcome the Minister's new-found regard for the Irish
Coursing Club." Dog Breeding Establishments Bill 2009, 8th July 2010.

In March 2013, Joe Carey voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Joe Carey voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Clare

Email: joe.carey@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618333724



PAUDIE COFFEY, TD
"Can the Minister reassure the House that in his tenure as the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, he will not bring forth any legis-
lation that will affect the hunting of foxes, coursing or any other shooting or
hunting pursuits that are traditional in Ireland? Can he give a categorical assur-
ance today that this will be an end to it?...The Ward Union Hunt has been a
responsible organisation in carrying out its pursuits and activities. It has always
complied with regulations and the licensing conditions put on it. Much of its
resources and those of the State were used to ensure it carried out its activi-
ties in a proper way." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Committee Stage, 2nd
July 2010

"Those involved in these rural pursuits [e.g. hunting] are not breaking any law;
they are only doing what previous generations did. They are concerned that
the Bill will affect the viability of these pursuits, in the process threatening their
existence. I can appreciate their concerns, which is why we have tabled
amendments to protect an indigenous industry that dates back many genera-
tions." Dog Breeding Establishments Bill 2009: Committee Stage, 9th March
2010

In March 2013, Paudie Coffey voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

Fine Gael, Waterford

Email: Paudie.Coffey@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618390225



JOAN COLLINS, TD
"I will be supporting the [anti-coursing] bill that my United Left Alliance 
colleague, Clare Daly TD is working on." 7 February, 2012

The office of Joan Collins TD has confirmed that the Dublin South-Central
Deputy "is in support of a ban on live hare coursing".

On 14 September 2011, Deputy Collins asked Minister Simon Coveney "his
policy on hare coursing" and "his plans to ban this practice".

On 27th March 2013, Joan Collins supported amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terri-
erwork, digging-out, ferreting and fur farming.

In May 2013, Joan Collins TD said she would boycott the National Wax
Museum over a foxhunting-related discount. In a complaint to museum man-
agement, she said that with most people opposed to bloodsports, offering a 10
per cent discount when a hunt is mentioned "may backfire on the museum".
"It's a promotion of a cruel bloodsport which many people, including myself,
find offensive." she said. The discount was subsequently scrapped.

People Before Profit, Dublin South-Central

Email: Joan.Collins@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618321526



NIALL COLLINS, TD
"The Minister travelled around the country scaring people in fishing clubs, coursing
clubs, shooting clubs and anybody else to whom he could talk." Niall Collins during
a debate on the Water Services (Amendment) Bill 2011, 25 January 2012.

In a February 2012 Dail Question, Niall Collins asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht "his policy on hare coursing" and "his policy on stag hunting".

In 2008, Deputy Niall Collins called on Environment Minister John Gormley to grant
coursing licences as a matter of urgency. Quoted in the Irish Examiner of August
19, 2008, he said: "It stands to reason that once the licences have been granted
the various coursing clubs and organisations can better plan when, where and how
they will capture hares. This will help to ensure that the best possible care for the
hares is provided and it will also give the various coursing clubs more certainty
when it comes to planning their activities...I do not agree with the narrow view
taken by the Irish Council Against Blood Sports on this issue, as they don't under-
stand and value the traditional and cultural elements of this greyhound sector."

"In Opposition, the Taoiseach's party and the Labour Party opposed the ban on the
Ward Union stag hunt. Will the Government be introducing legislation to reverse
the ban? If so, when?" from a Dail debate, 8 November 2011

"Fianna Fail TD Niall Collins believed that RISE was not a mass movement of rural
interests but a 'professional lobby group' led by influential people who were
involved in politics or are politically engaged. 'RISE has succeeded in confusing
the nation and causing upset and anxiety across all its rural pressure groups about
the ban on stag hunting, even though it is clear from the Programme for
Government that fox hunting, hare coursing, angling, shooting and all outdoor pur-
suits are all safe,' said Collins." Sunday Business Post, 4th July 2010

Fianna Fail, Limerick

Email: niall.collins@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618427727



MICHAEL COLREAVY, TD
"The purpose of the Bill is to amend the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010 in
order that holders of shotgun licences can continue to use their firearms during
the open season. This is a practical, sensible step that maintains the current
process of applying for a licence to hold a firearm and continues it into the
future...This will allow hunters to continue hunting during the open season with-
out having to renew their licences during that period." Wildlife (Amendment)
Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second and Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012.

"Many argue that it is not necessary to kill an animal to create an overcoat and
that it is not necessary to put hares under stress or at serious risk of death or
injury for sporting purposes. I am not sure a review group can present a math-
ematical equation to show whether the practices are right or wrong; it is a
moral question." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012: Committee Stage
(Resumed) (Continued), 22 November 2012

"Deputy Cowen referred to the very good work being done in the greyhound
racing and coursing industry. It is a good industry and I have no doubt that
90% of the people involved treat their animals well and have animal welfare
high on their list of priorities. Equally, however, I have no doubt that a percent-
age of those involved are treating their animals very poorly. Humans being
human, a percentage certainly regard the industry as an opportunity to make
money, at whatever cost." Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011: Second Stage, 30
June 2011

Sinn Fein, Sligo Leitrim North

Email: Michael.Colreavy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618374528



MICHAEL CONAGHAN, TD
In March 2013, Michael Conaghan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin South Central

Email: Michael.Conaghan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618403329



SEAN CONLON, TD
In March 2013, Sean Conlon voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cavan Monaghan

Email: Sean.Conlon@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618315430



PAUL J CONNAUGHTON, TD
In March 2013, Paul J Connaughton voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork,
ferreting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus perform-
ances.

In 2010, Deputy Connaughton voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
which banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Galway East

Email: PaulJ.Connaughton@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618303231



CIARA CONWAY, TD
In March 2013, Ciara Conway voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming in Ireland.

Labour Party, Waterford

Email: Ciara.Conway@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618401132



NOEL COONAN, TD
"He might allow hare coursing be shown free to air." Directed at Eamon Ryan
(Minister of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources) during a Dail
debate on Broadcasting Legislation - 1 June 2010.

In March 2013, Noel Coonan voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Coonan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
which banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Tipperary North

Email: noel.coonan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618384233



JOE COSTELLO, TD
"I am opposed to all blood sports."

In January 2012, Joe Costello (Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade) attended a protest against hare coursing outside the Department of
Agriculture.

"The legislation is silent on blood sports. While it refers to hunting, this concerns
licences for hunting and ensuring there is not indiscriminate killing of wildlife. The two
are different. One is the shooting or culling of wildlife whereas bloodsports concern a
person chasing wildlife for pleasure and enjoyment. We must address the blood-
sports issue in Ireland. We have touched on it from time to time but we have never
dealt with it seriously, either in terms of coursing, fox hunting, stag hunting or badger
baiting or hunting, nor have we addressed the considerable cruelty attached to the
manner in which it is done and the way the animal is treated both in the hunt and in
the killing. We hear horrific stories every season. We must recognise that the ani-
mals involved are all wild animals, foxes, stags and badgers, and are hunted, not for
human food but for human pleasure. That is what we must examine...Hunting for
pleasure is unacceptable and the line must be drawn that, while there is commercial
hunting, fishing and culling of wildlife, there should not be commercial or other forms
of bloodsports where human beings not only chase animals but kill them, which is
the normal outcome of the chase. It involves a considerable amount of cruelty, does
not benefit anyone and does not redound to the well-being of or a sense of respect
for animals which we should have. I urge the Minister to examine this issue seriously
to see whether some movement can be made." (Speaking as a Senator, 2000).

In March 2013, Joe Costello voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour, Dublin Central

Email: joe.costello@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-408201434



SIMON COVENEY
"For the sake of clarity, this section does not apply to activity occurring during the
normal course of hunting, fishing or coursing...We have done a separate review on
fur farming, the details of which I can give to the Deputy. We will not ban it..."
Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage, Dail Eireann,
September 19th, 2012. 

"It is not appropriate to simply outlaw hare coursing and hunting when they are
pursued according the to the codes of conduct drawn up by clubs. Considerable
numbers of people are passionate about these pursuits and my job is to ensure
that standards are met rather than simply outlawing practices." Animal Health and
Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage, Dail Eireann, September 20th, 2012.

"We went to great lengths to ensure we were not doing anything that would pre-
vent people from continuing to participate in field sports as they would have in the
past, as long as that is in a way that is consistent with the codes of conduct
enshrined in those sports, including coursing, hunting and fishing. The measure
applies only if there is undue cruelty such as the digging out of animals when they
have gone to ground, which is unacceptable. In the legislation I am not banning
coursing and hunting through the back door. We are trying to get the balance right
between facilitating field sports and ensuring the codes of practice agreed for those
sports are respected. If people begin to operate outside these codes, that is a dif-
ferent issue." Simon Coveney (Minister, Department of Agriculture, the Marine and
Food; Cork South Central, Fine Gael) Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012:
Committee Stage, 22 May 2012.

"I am trying to get balanced legislation that takes account of farming and hunting
practices in a reasonable way, but also provides appropriate protection for animals
to ensure that we do not have either wanton or accidental cruelty because neither
is acceptable." Dail Eireann Questions and Answers, 10th May 2012

Fine Gael, Cork South Central

Email: Simon.Coveney@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-607255635



BARRY COWEN, TD
"I will not be supporting any upcoming bill seeking to ban hare coursing." Barry
Cowen in an email to ICABS, 1st February, 2012.

Clara Councillor Barry Cowen has refuted claims that recently proposed bills have
a 'hidden agenda' in relation to the hunting industry. Cllr Cowen has issued a state-
ment clarifying aspects of the two recently proposed Bills, the Wildlife Amendment
Bill 2010 and Dog Breeding Bill. "Having recently attended a public meeting organ-
ised by RISE, I feel it necessary to re-affirm the Bills' contents and refute the
claims by RISE that there is some wider agenda," commented Cllr Cowen..."RISE
are wrong to suggest there is some wider agenda. Minister Gormley recently con-
firmed the legislation will not have any implications for other country pursuits such
as fox hunting, hare hunting, hare coursing or deer stalking. This bill only affects
those involved in stag hunting, any suggestion otherwise by RISE is misleading
and false," remarked Cllr Cowen. "This bill is about ensuring the highest standard
possible for our animals. The proposed legislation will not have any implications for
other country pursuits such as fox hunting, hare coursing, fishing, deer stalking. All
allegations that this is a threat to these industries is false," concluded Cllr Cowen.
Offaly Express, May 11, 2010

"I know the [greyhound] industry and grew up with it and realise its potential. I grew
up realising its impact on rural communities and its great social benefit. It has the
potential to be exported and nobody should stand in the way of the Department,
the Irish Coursing Club and the Irish Greyhound Board in exploring this to the
utmost." Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2010, 30th June 2011. 

In March 2013, Barry Cowen voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

Fianna Fail, Laoighis Offaly

Email: barry.cowen@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 057-932197636



MICHAEL CREED, TD
In a statement issued in October 2009, Michael Creed, TD stated: "Fine Gael sup-
ports country sports which are carried out humanely, properly supervised and mon-
itored and that do not involve any undue risk to animal welfare. If these criteria can
be satisfied Fine Gael does not oppose properly licensed country sports activities.
Fine Gael will oppose any move by Government to deny groups who have con-
ducted their activities as per their licences, the right to continue to pursue these
activities in the future. We believe that imposing a ban on these licensed activities
would be a retrograde step both in terms of animal welfare and economically. "

Fine Gael's Spokesperson for Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Michael Creed, has
been asked by ICABS to stop defending the cruel blood sport of beagling. In a
Sunday Independent report, the County Cork TD sided with the beaglers and criti-
cised Minister John Gormley for restricting the beagling season. The June 1st 2008
article quoted Deputy Creed as saying that "any assault on the ordinary working
man's pursuit of beagling by some Green metropolitan latte-drinking elite would not
be taken lying down."

In March 2013, Michael Creed voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on hare coursing and fur farming.

In 2010, Deputy Creed voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Cork North-West

Email: michael.creed@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618352537



LUCINDA CREIGHTON, TD
In March 2013, as a Fine Gael TD, Lucinda Creighton voted against 2 amendments
to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of
Ireland's worst acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, ter-
rierwork, ferreting, badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Creighton voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Independent, Dublin South East

Email: lucinda.creighton@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-619430938



SEAN CROWE, TD 
"I find [blood 'sports'] to be a loathsome practice and the argument that they are in
some manner a necessary part of traditional, rural life insulting to the intelligence. I
would be delighted to support any and all legislation, which restricts, or bans these
'sports'."

In March 2013, Sean Crowe voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Dublin South West

Email: Sean.Crowe@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618394139



CLARE DALY, TD
"That the practice of hare coursing is
being excluded from the protections of
this Bill is such an absolute gaping
anomaly. It's a contradiction. In
essence, what we're doing is recognis-
ing that the practice itself is inherently
cruel but then we are allowing it to con-
tinue. It is something that I, and a
majority of Irish citizens, consistently in
opinion polls believe is an outdated
practice which has no part in modern
Ireland...Information circulated to all
Deputies which shows that a very suc-
cessful drag coursing event took place
negates the traditional argument that
people who love greyhounds will not
have a chance to exercise their dogs
and allow them to compete. That argu-
ment is an absolute nonsense. We do
not need hare coursing to continue for
dogs to be exercised or compete in this
manner. Successful drag coursing
events held in Ireland prove this and
negate that argument. The Minister
must take this on board. Not allowing
this barbarity to continue and replacing
it with drag coursing would do far better
for our tourism industry...We've heard

an awful lot over the years to justify
hare coursing - ridiculous arguments in
my mind, all of which can be defeated.
Nonsense like 'the hares are being
looked after and they're being protect-
ed'. Let's be clear here: these animals
are picked up, snatched from their envi-
ronment, kept to be chased by dogs and
sustain massive injuries..." Animal
Health and Welfare Bill, 27 March 2013. 

"The Bill acknowledges that these prac-
tices [coursing and foxhunting] are cruel
and inflict pain and unnecessary suffer-
ing, yet it exempts them from the pro-
tection it rightly provides in other cir-
cumstances. This is not adequate in a
civilised society and is not good enough
in a Bill on animal welfare. It is certainly
not good enough for hares and foxes."
Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012
[Seanad]: Second Stage, Dail Eireann,
September 19th, 2012.

"My Technical Group colleague, Deputy
Maureen O'Sullivan, has asked me to
apologise on her behalf as she is unfor-
tunately unable to contribute to the

United Left, Dublin North

Email: Clare.Daly@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618339040



CLARE DALY, TD
debate. Like me, she welcomes all initia-
tives that promote animal welfare and
looks forward to the day when coursing,
fur farming, fox hunting and all such
activities are banned. All these so-called
sports have, at their core, deliberate and
wilful cruelty to animals, including death."
Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011: Second
Stage, 30 June 2011.

"The Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012
talks about the prohibition of terrifying or
baiting an animal. It goes on to exempt
hare coursing. One Bill acknowledges
that hare coursing is cruel by putting in
an exemption for hares. Hares are
exempt from protection in one Bill and
are included in this Bill to allow them to
be shot, presumably over the course of
the next few months, in case some of
them got away or something like that...It
is appropriate to say that this barbarity
must stop. What did the hare ever do?
We are talking about making provision for
licences to allow people to shoot this
unique animal - an endemic sub-species
that is not found anywhere else in the
world - in the open season. I am sug-

gesting that other forms of treatment of
this species, such as hare coursing activ-
ity, are relevant in this context. We have
allowed this activity to continue for more
than 100 years while other jurisdictions
have been criminalising it...It is scan-
dalous that this activity continues...The
Irish Coursing Club has said that hares
come to no harm in coursing because
they are protected by the existing rules
governing the sport, as the club calls it.
That is completely and utterly false. It
does not stand up to any scrutiny of the
evidence...The Irish Wildlife Trust has
suggested in one of its reports that the
unsustainable taking of hares for sporting
purposes could be one of the reasons
the species is threatened and in decline.
It is obvious that this extension of hunting
licences, to allow some more hares to be
shot, will pose a further threat to the
species as a whole." Wildlife
(Amendment) Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second
and Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012.

"We in the Socialist Party oppose stag
hunting and the inherent cruelty of hunt-
ing animals purely for human enjoyment.

We will oppose any attempt to overturn
the ban from within the Dail. We also
support the banning of hare coursing and
we would be in favour of legislation which
aimed to do so." March 22nd, 2011.

In 2007, Councillor Clare Daly proposed
a successful motion to ban the Use of
Wild Animals in Circuses on land Owned
by Fingal County Council. The final word-
ing of the agreed motion was: "That
Fingal County Council support the intro-
duction of by-laws or other measures
which would ensure that circuses which
use wild animals are prohibited from per-
forming in any part of the local authority
area, in light of the well-documented evi-
dence of suffering endured by the ani-
mals involved and the serious animal
welfare issues raised."

On 27th March 2013, Clare Daly present-
ed/supported amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to
outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrier-
work, digging-out, ferreting and fur farm-
ing.

United Left, Dublin North

Email: Clare.Daly@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618339041



JIM DALY, TD
In March 2013, Jim Daly voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cork South West

Email: Jim.Daly@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618388642



JOHN DEASY, TD
In March 2013, John Deasy voted against an amendment to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming in Ireland
.

Fine Gael, Waterford

Email: john.deasy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618359643



JIMMY DEENIHAN, TD
"I go to the occasional coursing meeting...I totally agree with Deputy [Mattie]
McGrath that local gun and coursing clubs are really very important for the preserva-
tion of wildlife in this country." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second and
Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012. 

"Whatever I can do for coursing while I am in this job, I will certainly do it." Jimmy
Deenihan speaking at the 2012 annual hare coursing awards.

"It was I who proposed muzzling greyhounds for coursing and it is working very well."
(Note: muzzling is actually not "working well"; hares continue to suffer and die during
coursing meetings as muzzled dogs hit the creatures and maul them into the ground)

According to a report in Kerry's Eye, Jimmy Deenihan was present at an
Abbeydorney Hunt on January 27 1997

"On a personal basis, I have very little interest in coursing. On a personal basis, it
would not bother me whether coursing was banned or not...the coursing fraternity in
this country are very concerned about the future of the sport...many Catholic clergy
are involved in hare coursing." from a letter written by Jimmy Deenihan to an animal
welfare group in Hawaii in the early 1990s. 

In March 2013, Jimmy Deenihan voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Deenihan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Kerry North Limerick West

Email: jimmy.deenihan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-631380444



PATRICK DEERING, TD
Patrick Deering's director of elections in the 2011 General Election was Phil
Meaney - "a member of the executive committee of the Irish Coursing Club and a
member of the finance committee of the Irish Coursing Club" (Source Department
of Agriculture website, 2011). 

Mr Meaney was subsequently appointed to the position of chairman of Bord na
gCon. According to the Irish Independent of May 1st 2011, "The Government was
in one hell of a hurry to appoint Mr Meaney to the top Bord na gCon job.
[Agriculture Minister Simon] Coveney even admitted to having been politically lob-
bied, but insisted that was not a factor...Fine Gael Carlow TD, Pat Deering, con-
ceded that he had lobbied on behalf of Mr Meaney."

In March 2013, Patrick Deering voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Carlow-Kilkenny

Email: Pat.Deering@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 059-916468045



PEARSE DOHERTY, TD
"This government is allocating 76 euro million to the Horse and Greyhound Racing
Fund while giving less than that, 64 million Euro, to the Drugs Initiatives and Young
People's Facilities Fund. This is unacceptable. If the government were to re-allo-
cate tax payers money out of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Fund then
resources for the Drugs Initiatives and Young People's Facilities Fund under
Budget 2008 could be more than doubled." (Donegal Sinn Fein Senator Pearse
Doherty in a Donegal News report highlighting how the county's drugs squad has
been left with just one part-time officer - February 1st, 2008).

In March 2013, Pearse Doherty voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Donegal South West

Email: Pearse.Doherty@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618396046



REGINA DOHERTY, TD
In March 2013, Regina Doherty voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"I will raise your issue with the Minister" - in response to an email from the Irish
Council Against Blood Sports in relation to an appeal to Minister Jimmy Deenihan
to refuse a licence for hare coursing. July 2011.

Fine Gael, Meath East

Email: Regina.Doherty@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-618357347



STEPHEN DONNELLY, TD
On 27th March 2013, Stephen Donnelly supported amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrier-
work, digging-out, ferreting and fur farming. 

Independent, Wicklow

Email: Stephen.Donnelly@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-201730048



PASCHAL DONOHOE, TD
In March 2013, Paschal Donohoe voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Dublin Central

Email: Paschal.Donohoe@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618368949



TIMMY DOOLEY, TD
"There is nothing in this legislation that can in any way impact on greyhound rac-
ing, hare coursing, fox hunting, fishing or shooting. I would not and will not support
any legislation that would seek to ban any of these pursuits, which are an integral
part of the fabric of rural life." from "Fianna Fáil resignation over stag ban", Clare
Champion, 2010. 

In March 2013, Timmy Dooley voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

Fianna Fail, Clare

Email: timmy.dooley@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618351450



ROBERT DOWDS, TD
In March 2013, Robert Dowds voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

As a councillor in 2006/2007, Robert Dowds joined ICABS in appealing for the
installation of surveillance cameras at a Dublin park where greyhounds were blood-
ed in broad daylight. Cllr Dowds was told by the Senior Parks Superintendent that:
"We will examine the possible use of CCTV in the search for a means of trying to
resolve the issue."

Labour Party, Dublin Mid West

Email: Robert.Dowds@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618344651



ANDREW DOYLE, TD
Fine Gael Wicklow Deputy, Andrew Doyle, said today that laws governing puppy
farming are long overdue and called on the Environment Minister to introduce reg-
ulations originally promised in 2006. Deputy Doyle added that a recent raid on a
‘puppy farm’ in Co. Wicklow, where 82 dogs were found mistreated and almost a
quarter had to be put down highlighted just how badly regulations are needed and
just how negligent the Fianna Fáil/Green Government is in not introducing them.
“How many more raids on farms that treat dogs in such a repugnant manner will it
take before Fianna Fáil and the Greens act on this practice? from a media state-
ment issued by Andrew Doyle, Sunday 22nd July 2007.

In March 2013, Andrew Doyle voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Andrew Doyle voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Wicklow

Email: andrew.doyle@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618361152



BERNARD DURKAN, TD
"My views on live hare coursing are fairly well known. In fact, during debates on
the subject in the late Eighties and early Nineties, I spoke publicly to the effect that
I was opposed to live hare coursing."

"What concerns me most about this Bill [Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which bans
the Ward Union deerhunt] is the attack on rural life. In recent years we have seen
the gradual erosion of the rights and entitlements of people living in rural
areas...One cannot keep dogs. One cannot hunt... I do not hunt but there are many
people who do." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage, 29 June 2010.

In March 2013, Bernard Durkan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Bernard Durkan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Kildare North

Email: bernard.durkan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618373253



DESSIE ELLIS, TD
In March 2013, Dessie Ellis voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Dublin North West

Email: Dessie.Ellis@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618300654



DAMIEN ENGLISH, TD
"I shall take a few seconds to register my opposition to this Bill and my support for
the Ward Union Hunt and hunts in general. I have spent all my life living beside the
Meath Hunt and have watched it in operation. I watched how its members treat
their dogs and run their business. I do not get a chance to follow or watch the
Ward Union Hunt and its business but I know many of the people involved. They
treat animals and operate in exactly the same way as the Meath Hunt. They have
respect for animals and know what they are doing." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill
2010: Second Stage, 29 June 2010.

In 2010, Deputy English voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

"Shane McEntee and Damien English promised unqualified support for the Ward
Union and hunting in general from any incoming government led by Fine Gael."
from the Hunting Association website, 2009.

Fine Gael, Meath West

Email: damien.english@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618401255



MARTIN FERRIS, TD Sinn Fein, Kerry North Limerick West

"Some people are straightforwardly opposed to racing and coursing of greyhounds.
It is not a position I or my party share..." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012
[Seanad]: Second Stage, Dail Eireann, September 19th, 2012.

"There is the legitimate argument that the State...ought not to have the right to ban
activities just because someone else does not like them. There are many people
who do not like this form of hunting, and they are entitled to their beliefs. However,
they are not entitled to have it banned simply on that basis. The only basis on
which they would be entitled would be if it could be proved that the practice in
question was either cruel, deliberately designed to kill the animal being pursued or
that the animal in question was an endangered species. None of that applies as far
as I can see in this instance. There is also the argument, including on behalf of
people who have no particular interest in or affection for stag hunting, that if this
activity is banned the way will be open to ban other sports involving animals. That
could include hare coursing, for example, and I have little doubt that if this Bill is
successful that will be the next target." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Second
Stage, 24 June 2010. Deputy Ferris voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill
2010 which banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

"Mr Ferris said he was stating his position on hare coursing because there was
confusion surrounding the motion passed at the last party ardfheis calling for a ban
on all blood sports. He said he was supportive of 'traditional rural' pursuits such as
hare coursing, and he did not consider it a blood sport as greyhounds were now
muzzled." Irish Times, September 8, 2009. Note: Deputy Ferris maintains this view
despite evidence provided to him by ICABS which shows that coursing continues to
cause horrific injuries and deaths to hares.

"Hunting, coursing, fishing and shooting... are big part of rural Ireland and a big
part of what we are." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010, 29 June 2010.

Email: martin.ferris@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618404356



ALAN FARRELL, TD
In March 2013, Alan Farrell voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Dublin North

Email: Alan.Farrell@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618400857



FRANK FEIGHAN, TD
In March 2013, Frank Feighan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Roscommon Leitrim South

Email: frank.feighan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618428958



ANNE FERRIS, TD
In March 2013, Anne Ferris voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Wicklow

Email: Anne.Ferris@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618353959



FRANCES FITZGERALD, TD
In March 2013, Frances Fitzgerald voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Dublin Mid West

Email: Frances.Fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618377160



PETER FITZPATRICK, TD
"The legislation is necessary to allow people to continue lawful activities.
Throughout my constituency of Louth, there are strong and law-abiding gun
clubs...Gun clubs in rural areas...have a strong bond with and are respectful of
nature...[Shooting animals] is a traditional skilled activity that has been handed
down for generations. It is important for my rural constituents to have their tradi-
tions respected and honoured." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second
and Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012.

In March 2013, Peter Fitzpatrick voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Louth

Email: Peter.Fitzpatrick@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618356361



CHARLES FLANAGAN, TD
In March 2013, Charles Flanagan voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on hare coursing and fur farming.

In 2010, Deputy Flanagan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Laoighis Offaly

Email: charles.flanagan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618365262



LUKE 'MING' FLANAGAN, TD

On 27th March 2013, Luke 'Ming' Flanagan supported an amendment to the
Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw fur farming.

"Roscommon/South Leitrim has massive potential to increase it share of tourism
revenue from what is now an estimated �52 million/ per year...We have umpteen
lakes suitable for fishing, shooting..." From the tourism section of Luke Flanagan's
website.

Independent, Roscommon Leitrim South

Email: lukeming.flanagan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 086-368568063



TERENCE FLANAGAN, TD
"I support the Irish Council Against Blood Sports' call for the Ward Union hunt to be
refused a licence," Terence Flanagan stated in a letter to Minister John Gormley,
October 2007.

In March 2013, as a Fine Gael TD, Terence Flanagan voted against 3 amendments
to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of
Ireland's worst acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out,
terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus
performances.

In October 2012, Terence Flanagan asked Minister Simon Coveney "if he will
respond to the following query regarding the Animal Welfare Bill (details supplied)
in Dublin 13; and if he will make a statement on the matter."

In 2010, Terence Flanagan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
which banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Independent, Dublin North East

Email: terence.flanagan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618363464



SEAN FLEMING, TD
"To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if he will provide the list of
locations in respect of the number of licences he has issued under Section 42 of
the Wildlife Act which provides for the shooting of wild deer outside the designated
open season and allows for night time shooting from the public road with the use
of high powered lamps in view of the fact that the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland)
Act 1851 prohibits discharge of a firearm from within 60 feet of a public road; if the
shooting of wild deer in this situation is legal and even though it is highly danger-
ous to local communities it has the potential to promote the illegal taking of deer;
the reason he continues to issue permits allowing for the culling of female deer
while they still have dependant young, which results in the dependant calf/fawn
suffering an horrendous death over a number of weeks; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter." Dail question from Sean Fleming to Jimmy Deenihan, 26th
October, 2011. 

In 2005, Deputy Fleming voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to
50.

Fianna Fail, Laoighis-Offaly

Email: sean.fleming@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 057-873269265



EAMON GILMORE, TD
"I am opposed to the blood sports of badger baiting, cock fighting, dog fighting,
hare coursing and stag hunting. Democratic Left strongly believes in protecting our
wildlife and we are very concerned about the cruelty and impact on the various
species of so-called blood sports."

In March 2013, Eamon Gilmore voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

Eamon Gilmore voted against the ban on staghunting. However, speaking on the
Marian Finucane radio show on October 2nd 2010, Mr Gilmore stated that the
party "won't reverse the decision" and that they "will stick with the ban on staghunt-
ing", if his party gets into government after the election.

In September 2007, Eamon Gilmore called for a "suspension on coursing activities
in the event that the hare survey indicates either a significant national decline in
hare numbers or widespread localised disappearance of the species" and also
urged the then Environment Minister to "withhold the issuing of a licence in 2007
under the Wildlife Act 1976 permitting stag hunting".

Labour, Dun Laoghaire

Email: eamon.gilmore@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618356666



NOEL GREALISH, TD
"I fully support your quest to ban live hare coursing." (September 2003)

"I will support your campaign [against terrier-work and digging out] and I will cer-
tainly write to Minister Brendan Smith." From a letter to ICABS, 18th May 2009.

Independent TD, Noel Grealish, voted in favour of the ban on stag hunting, June
2010.

On 27th March 2013, Noel Grealish supported amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrierwork, dig-
ging-out, ferreting and fur farming.

Independent, Galway West

Email: noel.grealish@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 091-76480767



BRENDAN GRIFFIN, TD
In March 2013, Brendan Griffin voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Kerry South

Email: Brendan.Griffin@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618448068



JOHN HALLIGAN, TD
"I can confirm that Mr Halligan would consider blood sports to be a form of animal
cruelty and as such would be in favour of any proposal to have same banned."
from the office of John Halligan TD, 14th March 2012

"Mr Halligan is completely and utterly against any form of animal cruelty" (From the
office of John Halligan, TD, 14th February 2012)

"I believe that hunting animals for pleasure is wrong and would be opposed to any
motion that would be taking a step backwards in this regard." (From email to
ICABS Supporter, February 2011) 

Independent, Waterford

Email: John.Halligan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 051-87173569



DOMINIC HANNIGAN, TD
A call for a voluntary ban on the shooting of curlews has come from Meath TD
Dominic Hannigan. The Labour Deputy made the call as a month long hunting sea-
son for the globally threatened bird species opens on November 1st. "We have
seen an almost catastrophic decline in the numbers of what was once one of
Ireland’s most iconic birds. A recent survey by BirdWatch Ireland estimates the
number of breeding pairs in the state may now be down to less than 200...
Numerous factors are involved...One thing is clear however we need to take meas-
ures to protect this native bird. One of those measures should be removing the
curlew from the shooting list." from Dominic Hannigan statement, November 2011.

"In principle, we are in favour of the legislation, in that it regulates the operation of
Puppy Farms – Ireland is seen as the puppy farm of Europe. But it appears that
Minister Gormley is using the opportunity of the new legislation to include regula-
tion of hunting dogs and greyhounds within the remit of the act. This has made the
legislation contentious...The Minister was like a chased hare at a coursing event.
He was getting attacked and questioned from all sides on this." from Dominic
Hannigan's blog, February 28, 2010

In March 2013, Dominic Hannigan voted against an amendment to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

We listened to the views of speakers from the Ward Union Hunt, a vet, a represen-
tative from fishermen and a representative from a Gun Club, amongst others. The
key issue coming out of the meeting was the worry of many that these two pieces
of legislation were just the thin edge of the wedge, and that further legislation
would come in later, to ban things such as shooting, fishing and even sports such
as horse-racing. I spoke in relation to this. I explained that there is no appetite
amongst any politician on our side of the house to ban fishing or ban shooting.
from Dominic Hannigan's blog, October 17, 2010

Labour Party, Meath East

Email: Dominic.Hannigan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-835387170



NOEL HARRINGTON, TD
In March 2013, Noel Harrington voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cork South-West

Email: Noel.Harrington@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618395671



SIMON HARRIS, TD
Wicklow Fine Gael TD, Simon Harris, has stated that he is looking forward to the
introduction of the new animal welfare bill. Deputy Harris stated ‘I have spoken
directly to Minister Coveney regarding several issues around animal welfare in
County Wicklow. Minister Coveney has stressed that the new bill will provide for a
clearer level of expectation of care for animals as well as trying to deal with some
of the issues around how companies interacting with animals must act. ‘I am confi-
dent that the changes that will emerge when this bill is introduced will provide
greater clarity around animal health and welfare. ‘The Animal Health and Welfare
Bill 2012 is currently at Committee stage and the updating of this Bill is a signifi-
cant positive improvement on the existing bill and should bring necessary changes
for the improvement of the health and welfare of animals,’ concluded Deputy
Harris. SimonHarris.ie, November 26 2012 

In March 2013, Simon Harris voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Wicklow

Email: Simon.Harris@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618380572



BRIAN HAYES, TD
"Fine Gael has committed to reversing the ban on stag hunting. As a Party, we are
not opposed to countryside sports..." (From an email to an ICABS supporter,
February 2011).

In March 2013, Brian Hayes voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

In 2010, Brian Hayes voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Dublin South West

Email: brian.hayes@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618356773



TOM HAYES, TD
At the Knockgraffon coursing meet in November 2012, the owner of a winning
greyhound was listed as The Coalition Syndicate. According to the Clonmel and
Kilsheelan coursing club website, one of the members of this syndicate is
Tipperary South Fine Gael TD, Tom Hayes.

"Local Fine Gael T.D. Tom Hayes has confirmed that 1 million Euro has been
secured for the redevelopment of Clonmel Greyhound Stadium following discus-
sions with Bord na gCon. Speaking on today’s announcement the South Tipperary
Deputy said, 'This news is the culmination of months of work and I am delighted to
see such a commitment being made by the IGB to Clonmel Greyhound
Stadium...Given that the construction plans are already prepared I expect to see
the entire project completed in time for the 2013 coursing season.'" from the Tom
Hayes website, February 14th, 2012.

"At a recent meet of the Kilmoganny Hounds, members were canvassed for their
support by successful Fine Gael candidates Tom Hayes (Tipperary South) and
John Paul Phelan (Carlow-Kilkenny)". From the Hunting Association of Ireland
website. An accompanying photo shows "Tom Hayes and John Paul Phelan at a
recent meet of the Kilmoganny Hounds" next to horses and hounds. (2011)

"I attended six coursing meetings in the past few months and I did not see one
hare killed. I love what is good in rural Ireland, whether it is coursing, hunting
hares, beagling or whatever, and I believe there is a strong agenda to stop those
sports...I represent a constituency that is proud of its heritage in the coursing and
animal welfare world." March 2005.

"A growing number of people have an agenda to try to get sports such as coursing
banned...I come from an area of the country that has a very strong tradition of

Fine Gael, Tipperary South

Email: tom.hayes@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618316874



TOM HAYES, TD
coursing. Given the way those coursing meetings are guard-
ed and protected, I would challenge any of those people
opposed to those sports to come and see at first hand
exactly how they are run. Too much is being written and said
about those sports which are major tourism attractions, par-
ticularly hunting and fishing...Some people have an agenda
to suggest to the public that those sports are cruel. The peo-
ple involved in those sports are committed to animal welfare
and protecting all the animals involved...I challenge them,
and particularly those Members of this House, to come with
me to the coursing in Clonmel and Cashel, and to the fishing
in Golden. They could come to any place in my constituency
and see how the people in that area look after those animals
and look after their sports." Animal Health and Welfare Bill
2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage, 20 September 2012.

"The Fine Gael opposes the "anti puppy farming" Bill
because John Gormley has broken his promises and turned
it into an ‘anti hunt kennel’ Bill. It threatens the demise of the
sport and industry of greyhound coursing and racing...They
propose to ban the Ward Union Staghounds in counties
Meath and Dublin. Fine Gael has opposed this ban because
it is the thin end of the wedge of banning other rural sports
like fox hunting, harriers, coursing, gun clubs and even
angling." from Rural Ireland struggles as Fianna Fail bows to
the Greens, Tom Hayes TD website, 16th April, 2010.

High-profile supporters of [coursing] in Ireland include foot-

baller-turned-movie star Vinnie Jones, forner Irish soccer
international Niall Quinn and a number of politicians, includ-
ing Fine Gael TD Tom Hayes, who had a dog racing at
Clonmel which he shares with former TD Liam Burke. from
Hare today, gone tomorrow? Irish Independent, 7th February
2004

"The greyhound and coursing industries have been getting
bad press due to a lack of knowledge." Greyhound Industry
(Doping Regulation) Bill 2006: Second Stage, 8 June 2006

"A coalition of [hunting, shooting and coursing groups] have
praised Mattie McGrath as well as Tom Hayes, Michael
Lowry and Noel Coonan for their opposition to John
Gormley's bill [which banned stag hunting in Ireland]." The
Nationalist, 5th July 2010

In March 2013, Tom Hayes voted against 3 amendments to
the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a
ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty to animals -
foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus
performances.

In 2010, Tom Hayes voted AGAINST the Wildlife
Amendment Bill 2010 which banned staghunting with packs
of hounds.

Fine Gael, Tipperary South

Email: tom.hayes@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618316875



SEAMUS HEALY, TD
"I ask the Minister to confirm that the Bill will not adversely affect any properly
organised or regulated greyhound and coursing industries. That is an important
consideration." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage,
Thursday, 20 September 2012.

In March 2013, Seamus Healy voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Cllr. Seamus Healy said at this week's County Council meeting the fact that cours-
ing was being discussed in the Programme for Government talks put the coursing
industry in jeopardy. The national coursing meeting was very important for
Clonmel, bringing in millions of Euro to the local economy during the festival week.
"It is an industry that has created employment and is very important to Clonmel
and South Tipperary," he told the meeting. Cllr. Healy proposed that the Council
write to the Taoiseach and Fianna Fail Oireachtas members on the issue. The
Nationalist, 7 October 2009.

"Cllr Seamus Healy said he had no brief for stag hunting and did not support it."
Tipperary Star, 15 June 2010.

"This is a small but important industry, particularly in the area from where I come in
south Tipperary in which the Clonmel track is located and which hosts the national
coursing festival each year. The greyhound and coursing industries are important
and give much employment and support to other industries and business in the
town of Clonmel and much enjoyment and sport to the many people involved at all
levels." Greyhound Industry (Doping Regulation) Bill 2006.

Workers & Unemployed Action Group, Tipp South

Email: Seamus.Healy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 052-612188376



MARTIN HEYDON, TD
"With regard to animal fighting, including dogfighting and cockfighting, the change in
the law to association from participation is crucial. I totally oppose these activities
and I am happy to hear how strongly we will act. To return to the issue of balance,
we must be very careful. People can take a very strong approach to animal safety
measures and try to cover all aspects such as trying to stop people who want to go
fishing from taking worms out of the ground. One can go too far and unintended con-
sequences can arise. If the means of farmers or others to protect wild animals are
curtailed too much they may be left with no alternative but to use poison, which is far
more indiscriminate." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage,
19 September 2012.

In March 2013, Martin Heydon voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Kildare South

Email: Martin.Heydon@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-618301777



MICHAEL HEALY-RAE, TD
In March 2013, Michael Healy-Rae voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Michael Healy-Rae, who holds certificates for three different guns, said firearms
were very restricted in Ireland. They are linked to pest control and game hunting or
sports, and one had to be a member of a gun club, or own land, to be granted a
licence, he said...Some years ago, Mr Healy-Rae threatened to take out a licence to
hunt “marauding” deer — he did not confirm yesterday if one of his licences was to
shoot deer. from ‘Let rural dwellers have guns for protection’, Irish Examiner, April
26, 2013.

"What do you do in your spare time to unwind?...I also enjoy shooting but, again,
those opportunities aren’t as frequent." from an interview in RSVP magazine.

Independent, Kerry South

Email: Michael.HealyRae@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618431978



JOE HIGGINS, TD Socialist Party, Dublin West

"I am opposed to the hunting of foxes by hounds as indeed I am opposed to live
hare coursing."

"To ask the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government if he will
refuse further licences for hare coursing in line with the precautionary principle advo-
cated in the recent report from the Irish hare initiative." Dail Question, 24 May 2005.

"The idea that taking a domesticated animal from its enclosure, turning it loose in
unfamiliar countryside and then subjecting it to the terrifying ordeal of being chased
by dozens of baying hounds represents "rural life" is totally false....Any society which
claims to have some compassion will not tolerate unnecessary cruelty to animals
and such an approach is not negated by the fact that we are largely a meat eating
population. I believe most people will welcome the end of carted stag hunting." from
Joe Higgins' website, July 15th, 2010.

"I agree with the Irish Council Against Bloodsports that the otter hunting ban must
be further copperfastened by an extension of the legislation and of protection. They
have pointed out how mink hunting can be used as a cover for otter hunting and
even if it were not, that it can significantly disturb the habitat of the otter. This is a
very strong case for further measures to be taken by the Minister in this regard; the
same could apply to hare coursing. I remember as a child the awful spectacle of live
hare coursing, the trauma and suffering of these creatures as they were torn asun-
der literally and I can still hear those awful squeals. That the dogs are now muzzled
is only a slight amelioration of the terror imposed on these wild creatures. I do not
see why it should be maintained." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 1999, 25 May 2000.

On 27th March 2013, Joe Higgins supported amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrierwork, digging-
out, ferreting and fur farming.

Email: Joe.Higgins@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618337079



PHIL HOGAN, TD
Fine Gael environment spokesman Phil Hogan wrote to hunting associations in
recent days, setting out the party's commitment to "oppose any change to existing
licensing arrangements for stag hunting". The letter said that the party would
"reverse any changes made by the present government in that regard" if it assumed
government after the next general election. From the Sunday Business Post,
February 21, 2010.

"Fine Gael is opposing every section of this legislation, including section 1 which
sets out the definitions of the two Acts referred to in the Bill. We do not even agree
that it should be entitled the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill
2010, 29 June 2010. Phil Hogan voted against the Bill which banned staghunting.

"Fine Gael believes the hunt plays an important cultural and economic role in rural
Ireland..." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage, 24 June 2010

In January 2012, ICABS expressed disgust to Environment Minister Phil Hogan after
he was photographed presenting a trophy at a hare coursing meeting. The Minister
posed with the cup for a winning greyhound which had earlier bashed into a hare
and sent it tumbling head over heels.

"Sevenhouses secretary Pat Loughlin said the coursing club had a long-standing
relationship with Mr [Phil] Hogan. 'We'd net hares on the Hogan family farm. He
caught hares with us when he was young,' he said." Irish Independent, April 06 2012

"I am aware that the Minister has since then had several meetings with members of
the Irish Coursing Club and Irish greyhound industry. I am sure he is now more
familiar with the activities of people involved in breeding and offering pups for sale.
Animal welfare issues are important to these people." Phil Hogan, Dog Breeding
Establishments Bill 2009, 8 July 2010.

Fine Gael, Carlow Kilkenny

Email: philip.hogan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 056-77 7149080



BRENDAN HOWLIN, TD
In March 2013, Brendan Howlin voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling and the
use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Howlin voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Labour Party, Wexford

Email: brendan.howlin@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-631810281



HEATHER HUMPHREYS, TD
In March 2013, Heather Humphreys voted against 2 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cavan Monaghan

Email: Heather.Humphreys@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-618340882



KEVIN HUMPHREYS, TD
In March 2013, Kevin Humphreys voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin South East

Email: Kevin.Humphreys@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-618322483



DEREK KEATING, TD
Mr Keating said a major problem had arisen in Clondalkin and Lucan in his Dublin
Mid-West constituency, and in other urban communities, relating to wild horses.

“I have had the sad experience of witnessing the removal of dead horses on a num-
ber of occasions,” he added. “It is a problem that is not going away.’’

Mr Keating said that while many groups in his area had taken an interest in the issue,
because of their special love of horses, it was ultimately left to the local authorities
to deal with it. “It is a costly and time-consuming exercise and requires ongoing secu-
rity when horses need to be impounded and so on.” from Local TD Derek Keating
raises the major problem of “uncontrolled” Horses, 10th June 2013.

Fine Gael, Dublin Mid West

Email: Derek.Keating@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618401484



PAUL KEHOE, TD
In March 2013, Paul Kehoe voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Paul Kehoe voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

"The Government Chief Whip, Minister Paul Kehoe T.D., today announced the
Legislative Programme for the Spring Parliamentary session of 2012...Progress will
also continue to be made in a number of other areas with the introduction of...new
animal welfare laws" Paul Kehoe statement, January 11, 2012

"Taoiseach Brian Cowen reminded every TD of their responsibility. Mr McGrath and
Mr O'Sullivan still abstained. A peace process began with the rebels. Their absten-
tion provoked Fine Gael's whip Paul Kehoe to up the ante. He withdrew an agree-
ment to keep two of his TDs back to cancel out two sick men - Sean Ardagh and
Noel Treacy..." Irish Examiner Wednesday, June 30, 2010.

Fine Gael, Wexford

Email: paul.kehoe@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-619408085



BILLY KELLEHER, TD
In March 2013, Billy Kelleher voted against an amendment to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming in Ireland.

In 2005, Deputy Kelleher voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to
50.

Fianna Fail, Cork North Central

Email: billykelleher@eircom.net   Telephone: 021-450228986



ALAN KELLY, TD
In March 2013, Alan Kelly voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Tipperary North

Email: Alan.Kelly@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 067-3419087



ENDA KENNY, TD
"I am opposed to the practice of live hare coursing." 
(from an email to ICABS, July 2003)

A statement issued by a shooting organisation claims that "Enda Kenny gave a
solemn commitment to all the hunting associations, when he met them on April
20th 2005 in the offices of the Irish Coursing Club in Clonmel, that Fine Gael would
not in government agree to the introduction of restrictions or bans on hunting." In a
letter to the Fine Gael leader, ICABS queried the claim and stated that if it was
accurate, it was extremely disappointing to those campaigning against animal cru-
elty all across Ireland. We also conveyed our sadness at the claim that a meeting
took place at the offices of the Irish Coursing Club. We reminded Mr Kenny that he
confirmed to us in July 2003 that he is "opposed to the practice of live hare cours-
ing". from ICABS website, March 2007.

In the Fine Gael party's 2011 election manifesto, it was stated that "Fine Gael will
reverse the ban on stag hunting." The party has since dismissed a suggestion that
stag hunting with packs of hounds would be back. A spokesperson for Enda Kenny
made it clear that "there is no such commitment in the Programme for Govern-
ment" and that the Taoiseach "would not resile from what's in the Programme for
Government."

In 2010, Deputy Kenny voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Mayo

Email: enda.kenny@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-61940208888



SEAN KENNY, TD
In March 2013, Sean Kenny voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin North East

Email: Sean.Kenny@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-618374489



SÉAMUS KIRK, TD
In March 2013, Seamus Kirk voted against an amendment to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming in Ireland.

In 2005, Deputy Kirk voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004 which
sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to 50.

Fianna Fail, Louth

Email: seamus.kirk@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618346890



MICHAEL P. KITT, TD
In March 2013, Michael P Kitt voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

"Fishing and hunting is an important industry in the autumn which is often a quiet
season in many towns and villages in rural Ireland. Nonetheless, there must be
greater control on commercial shoot operators. Every year we hear of people who
come into the country and shoot anything that flies. Songbirds can be game as far
as they are concerned. People with camper vans come into the country, shoot willy
nilly and bring quantities of fish stored in freezers back to the countries from which
they came. Obviously they are not doing that without assistance from agents and
middlemen. The Minister referred to this important issue. There should be regula-
tions to control these operators, be they involved in shooting or fishing." Wildlife
(Amendment) Bill, 1999: Second Stage (Resumed), 25 May 2000. 

Fianna Fail, Galway East

Email: michael.kitt@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: Tel: 090-967814791



SEAN KYNE, TD
In March 2012, Sean Kyne asked the Agriculture Minister "if the upcoming Animal
Welfare Bill will contain a provision to abolish live hare coursing in view of the
demonstrable evidence of the harm, injury and distress that such a sport causes to
the wildlife concerned and also in recognition that such a measure would bring
Ireland into line with other developed nations including the UK, several other
European nations and Australia."

"I asked the Parliamentary Question on foot of concerns expressed to me by con-
stituents on the cruelty associated with hare coursing. These are concerns which I
share and I find it most puzzling when persons harbouring such concerns are
labelled as anti-rural. There is nothing 'anti-rural' in seeking the highest standards
for animal welfare." from an email to ICABS, March 2012.

In March 2013, Sean Kyne voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht if the bounty scheme for
mink is in operation or if the details are yet to be finalised." Dail question, 14th
February 2012. 

In October 2011, Deputy Kyne asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht, Jimmy Deenihan "his views on whether the granting of licences to trap
hares for the purposes of coursing runs contrary to the spirit if not the letter of the
Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2000, particularly as hares under section 23 are a protected
species" and "the number of licences granted for coursing of hares in County
Galway in 2011".

Fine Gael, Galway West

Email: Sean.Kyne@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618442692



ANTHONY LAWLOR, TD
In March 2013, Anthony Lawlor voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"Horse meat is a valuable export, in particular to continental Europe. The French
market for Irish slaughtered horses is considerable...The horses to which I refer
are not bred for slaughter but for the racetrack. One should consider the statistics
involved: of the 7,000 thoroughbred foals born this year, only seven will win a
group 1 race. Only 3,500 will make it to a racetrack, which means 3,500 thorough-
bred foals will end up being slaughtered before they reach their potential. The sad
part for the sector is that breeders have potential to earn much more if the stamp
“Not fit for human consumption” were to be removed from the passport. Horse
meat could be a valuable export for this country...I would like to see an opportunity
for us to export horsemeat for human consumption on the Continent." Veterinary
Practice (Amendment) Bill 2011, 29 September 2011. 

Fine Gael, Kildare North

Email: Anthony.Lawlor@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618300793



MICHAEL LOWRY, TD
"A number of TDs, including Jackie Healy Rae and Michael Lowry, had earlier
voiced concern that the Greens' ban on stag hunting and their dog breeding bill
indicated a lack of empathy with country pursuits." Sunday Business Post, 4th April
2010.

"After today's discussion with John Curran Government Chief Whip, I confirmed
that I am not in a position to support this Stag Hunting Bill which threatens the
future of hunting and coursing in Ireland. In advance of my discussions with the
Chief Whip, I consulted with my Independent colleague Jackie Healy Rae T.D. who
is equally concerned with the implications of this legislation for rural Ireland. Jackie
Healy Rae is taking the same stand as myself on these two Bills. It is my firm
intention to vote against the Bill and I will not be deflected from that decision...I
represent North Tipperary, a land famous for its long tradition of hunting, coursing,
greyhound racing." Statement from Michael Lowry, June 2010

In March 2013, Michael Lowry voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Michael Lowry voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Independent, Tipperary North

Email: michael.lowry@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 0504-2202294



CIARAN LYNCH, TD
"Everyone is looking for legislation to be introduced in this House to deal with the
scandalous practices that have existed in Irish puppy farming for a significant peri-
od of time. Like other political parties, the Labour Party believes measures to deal
with this scandal are long overdue...The Labour Party recognises that hunt clubs
are not commercial dog-breeding establishments and that groups affiliated to the
Hunting Association of Ireland, HAI, should be seen in that context and not be
defined in the Bill as subject to the same definitions and regulatory regimes as
puppy farms...the Labour Party seeks to avoid a regulatory regime that could be
exploited by opponents of legitimate dog hunting clubs...I am not a coursing per-
son, but Deputy Sherlock has informed me that the hare has been truly and surely
"turned" on this matter and that there has been a climbdown on the issue." Dog
Breeding Establishments Bill 2009 [Seanad]: Second Stage, 2nd July 2010. 

In March 2013, Ciaran Lynch voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling
and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Ciaran Lynch voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Labour Party, Cork South Central

Email: ciaran.lynch@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 021-436620095



KATHLEEN LYNCH, TD
Kathleen Lynch, TD was due to take part [in a Late Late Show debate on hunting]
as a main speaker on the panel, opposing a hunting representative. from Hunters
run scared of Late Late Show, ICABS website, 10 January 2008.

In March 2013, voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill
which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty to animals
- foxhunting, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling, fur farming and the
use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Lynch voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Kathleen Lynch voted in favour of the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004. The bill
was defeated by 67 votes to 50.

Labour Party, Cork North Central

Email: kathleen.lynch@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-635442696



JOHN LYONS, TD
In March 2013, John Lyons voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin North West

Email: John.Lyons@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183280 97



In March 2013, Padraig MacLochlainn voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"Councillor Padraig MacLochlainn said dog owners 'have a responsibility' to ensure
their dog is kept under control. He said: 'It gets a laugh when it is raised but its
very, very serious matter. There are children playing around that Green and there's
a real risk of toxoplasmosis, which leads to the loss of sight - it's a serious health
risk...Dog owners have a responsibility, nobody is allowed to have a dog out with-
out a leash, it is a very, very serious matter.'" Dogs fall foul of local councillors, The
Inish Times, 2007

"Cllr MacLochlainn added: 'The law states clearly that dogs should be tied up and
locked up, not roaming the streets. I am a dog lover myself, but it is the responsi-
bility of the dog owners to look after their dogs - and make sure this does not hap-
pen again. They have a responsibility to young children.'" Calling time on stray
dogs, Derry Journal, 31 August 2007

PADRAIG MACLOCHLAINN, TD Sinn Fein, Donegal North East

Email: Padraig.MacLochlainn@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618406198



EAMONN MALONEY, TD
Cllr Eamonn Maloney said: "The relevant minister should have no difficulty in ban-
ning activity such as circuses with wild animals." from Cruel circuses that use wild
animals are banned, Evening Herald, 14th January 2009.

In March 2013, Eamonn Maloney voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin South West

Email: Eamonn.Maloney@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-618483399



MICHEAL MARTIN, TD
Speaking on RTE's Questions and Answers on 20th September 2004, Micheal
Martin, TD stated that he does not think foxhunting should be banned in Ireland.
Responding to a question from presenter, John Bowman, Deputy Martin said:
"Foxhunting has been a part of Irish rural life for quite a long time, since well
before the foundation of the state. I'm not sure banning a sport like that is the way
to deal with issues like this." His comments came just five days after members of
Parliament in the UK voted overwhelmingly to make foxhunting illegal there. 

In 2005, Deputy Martin voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to
50.

Fianna Fail, Cork South Central

Email: micheal.martin@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 021-4320088100



MICHAEL MCCARTHY, TD
"To ask the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht when a decision will issue
on a deer hunting licence application in respect of a person (details supplied) in
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter." Dail Question, 6th
October 2011. 

Cork TD Michael McCarthy who was slammed for playing a cruel pizza delivery
prank on Mattie McGrath has been challenged by ICABS after he returned corre-
spondence in which we urged him to back a ban on Ireland's worst animal cruelty.
As part of our campaign to outlaw foxhunting, the digging out of foxes and the use
of terriers to flush them out, we wrote to every single Minister, TD and Senator in
the Oireachtas, appealing to them to support an amendment to ban this barbarity
in the new Animal Health & Welfare Bill. To leave no doubt about the suffering
involved, we enclosed photographs of injured Irish dogs and foxes. Instead of
expressing sympathy for the plight of the animals and offering to help, the Cork
South West Labour TD, put our letter and photographs back into an envelope and
sent them back. His accompanying curt message was: "If the purpose of this letter
was to get my attention, then it worked. Very distasteful. Michael." December 2012.

Labour, Cork South West

Email: Michael.McCarthy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 023-8855705101



CHARLIE MCCONALOGUE, TD
In March 2013, Charlie McConalogue voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fianna Fail, Donegal North East

Email: Charlie.McConalogue@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 074-9373131102



MARY LOU MCDONALD, TD
In March 2013, Mary Lou McDonald voted against an amendment to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling
and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Dublin Central

Email: MaryLou.McDonald@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183230103



HELEN MCENTEE, TD
Helen McEntee is the daughter of the late Shane McEntee TD. She worked with
Shane McEntee in Dail Eireann and at the Department of Agriculture. Shane
McEntee was a pro-bloodsports TD and lobbied to try and get the ban on stag hunt-
ing reversed. He also spoke in favour of hare coursing, claiming there was no dan-
ger to the hare. Helen McEntee's personal views on blood sports are unknown at this
time.

"Fine Gael Meath East TD, Helen McEntee attended the launch of the Irish
Greyhound Derby’s 55th anniversary celebrations in Shelbourne Park...Speaking
after the event, Deputy McEntee said: ‘It was a great honour to address the Irish
Greyhound Derby as it celebrates its 55th anniversary. It’s an event that otherwise
would have been attended by my dad, Shane, and I am humbled to haven taken his
place’...'When my father worked as Junior Minister in the Department of Agriculture,
he recognised the potential in the greyhound industry, despite not having a huge
amount of knowledge about it previously.   He became very passionate about how
he, and his Department, could make the industry even stronger. The Irish Greyhound
Industry has an extremely proud history, and it is vital that we safeguard the passion
and pride associated with the sector going forward. I hope to work with the Derby in
the years ahead to ensure the industry gets the recognition and support it needs.'"
From a Fine Gael statement, May 2013.

Fine Gael, Meath East

Email: mcenteeformeatheast@gmail.com   Telephone: 046 9252955104



NICKY MCFADDEN, TD
In February 2010, Cllr McFadden was criticised by ICABS for expressing support
for foxhunters. During a Senate debate on proposed Puppy Farm legislation, she
stated: "I am familiar with the South Westmeath hunt. There is no question but they
are the kindest people to those dogs."

"My father used to race greyhounds and they were always retired to homes and
they are the best pets...Any proposal involving Bord na gCon engaging with the
greyhound industry in China would have to give due consideration to animal wel-
fare matters. Ireland attaches a high priority to animal welfare and, alongside our
EU partners, is working to promote better animal welfare internationally so I wel-
come the Minister of State’s introduction of this legislation." Welfare of Greyhounds
Bill 2011, 30th June 2011. 

Fine Gael, Longford/Westmeath

Email: Nicky.McFadden@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183938105



DINNY MCGINLEY, TD
In March 2013, Dinny McGinley voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Donegal South West

Email: dinny.mcginley@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183452106



FINIAN MCGRATH, TD
"You have my total support in relation to blood sports. I am definitely opposed to
them". November, 2003

On 27th March 2013, Finian McGrath supported amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrierwork, dig-
ging-out, ferreting and fur farming.

"Finian McGrath saved the day for the stags of north Dublin and Meath this week
by voting with the Government on the hunting ban." Irish Independent, July 3rd
2010.

"Finian McGrath and Maureen O'Sullivan have told the Herald that they are deter-
mined to see stag hunting ended. Both say that blood sports are entirely wrong
and should be stamped out as soon as possible..."I would be totally against blood
sports," [Finian] said. "I have major concern around the chasing of stags. There
have been a couple of serious incidents. In one incident a stag was chased into a
schoolyard. It was appalling, disgraceful." Evening Herald, June 29 2010.

"I support the plan to end doping and rigging of greyhound races. I demand stan-
dards in the industry to root out doping and sleaze. Although it is an important
social and family event, the downside of it is coursing, on which we need a
debate." During a Dail debate on the Greyhound Industry (Doping Regulation) Bill
2006, 8th June 2006.

Independent, Dublin North Central

Email: finian.mcgrath@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183942107



MATTIE MCGRATH, TD
"I am totally supportive of the practice of coursing...I have a gun licence to shoot
fowl...Is it not better for a young boy or girl to be outside fishing or hunting than sit-
ting at home every day in front of computer on Facebook, Google or whatever
else? At least when they return to school after the summer, their teachers can ask
them about flora, fauna and mother nature, about which I learned when I went
coursing as a buachaill og with the men of the parish. Coursing was good, healthy
exercise and all I had was the butt of a stick to hit a ditch." Wildlife (Amendment)
Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second and Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012. 

Mattie McGrath spoke in favour of hare coursing on the Pat Kenny Radio Show on
October 1st 2009. He voted against the ban on staghunting in June 2010.

"It has been noted that this stag hunt has been in existence since 1854 and refer-
ence has been made to its benefits. People who take part in rural pursuits and who
get their children involved will care for animals more than any animal rights person
or self-proclaimed animal rights people because they are close to nature...I know
nothing about stag hunting because I do not live in that part of the country so I will
not stray into it. However, I am disappointed in the way they have been vilified."
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage, Thursday, 24 June 2010

According to a comment left on a hunting website, Mattie McGrath "was at the
national coursing meeting plying for votes this week [February 2011] on the
strength of his stand against the hunting ban".

"Hopefully, the Minister will be able to find Eur 1 million or so for the track in
Clonmel. It is very important. Coursing is a huge industry...There is none of the
savagery that is often spoken about." From a Dail debate on the Welfare of
Greyhounds Bill 2011, 30 June 2011 

Independent, Tipperary South

Email: mattie.mcgrath@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 052-6129155108



MICHAEL MCGRATH, TD
In March 2013, Michael McGrath voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fianna Fail, Cork South Central

Email: michael.mcgrath@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 021-4376699109



JOHN MCGUINNESS, TD
In March 2013, John McGuinness voted against 2 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

"The list of speakers [at a hunting function at Abbeyleix Manor Hotel on 3rd
November 2012] was completed by John McGuinness TD, Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee who expressed fulsome support for all field sports." From the
Hunting Association website. 

On 23 October 2012, John McGuinness, TD asked the Minister for Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht "the restrictions if any, that are in place which might prevent the
sale of nooski traps and rodent control products here; if a licence to sell the prod-
ucts is required; and if he will make a statement on the matter." ICABS subse-
quently sent Deputy McGuinness a link to a video showing the cruelty of illegal
Nooski traps.

In 2005, Deputy McGuinness voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill
2004 which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67
votes to 50.

Fianna Fail, Carlow Kilkenny

Email: john.mcguinness@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 056-7770672110



JOE MCHUGH, TD
"I was recently approached by a Border town game hunting club in my own con-
stituency. The Department of Justice will not grant it a licence because it has mem-
bers from both sides of the Border. Artificial barriers imposed by the current
Government undermine everyday cross-border cooperation at community level.
These are the challenges that must be addressed." Speech by Joe McHugh TD to
Fine Gael National Conference, March, 2010 

Fine Gael, Donegal North East

Email: joe.mchugh@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6184242111



SANDRA MCLELLAN, TD
"Sinn Fein welcomes the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012. It makes perfect sense to
extend the current hunting licence provisions in the Wildlife Act 2010 that allow a
hunter in possession of a firearm certificate to shoot wild birds and hares during
the open season." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second and
Subsequent Stages, 18 July 2012.

"I acknowledge the contribution made by the vast majority of those involved in
greyhound racing and coursing to the sporting and cultural landscape in Ireland,
and in rural Ireland in particular, and to the welfare of dogs." From a Dail debate on
the Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011, 30 June 2011.

In March 2013, Sandra McLellan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Cork East

Email: Sandra.McLellan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183122112



TONY MCLOUGHLIN, TD
In March 2013, Tony McLoughlin voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Sligo Leitrim North

Email: Tony.McLoughlin@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183537113



MICHAEL MCNAMARA, TD
In March 2013, Michael McNamara voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Clare

Email: Michael.McNamara@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183000114



OLIVIA MITCHELL, TD
"Many thanks for your email in relation to Irish field sports and hunting. Please find
below a statement from Fine Gael's spokesperson on Agriculture, Michael Creed
TD, which reflects my own views on the matter." from an email to an ICABS sup-
porter, October 16, 2009. 

The statement Deputy Mitchell referred to outlined that "Fine Gael supports country
sports which are carried out humanely", "Fine Gael will oppose any move by
Government to deny groups who have conducted their activities as per their
licences, the right to continue to pursue these activities in the future" and "Fine
Gael acknowledge the contribution hunting and other rural pursuits make to the
rural economy." 

In March 2013, Olivia Mitchell voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Dublin South

Email: olivia.mitchell@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183088115



MARY MITCHELL O'CONNOR TD
In March 2013, Mary Mitchell O'Connor voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"I agree with you wholeheartedly on the issue of puppy farming...The Programme
for Government 2011 contains a commitment to amend and strengthen legislation
on animal cruelty and animal welfare. The main vehicle to fulfil this commitment will
be the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which is a comprehensive piece of legislation
providing a broad basis for regulating the related areas of animal health and wel-
fare. Drafting of the Bill is ongoing with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and
it is Minister Coveney’s intention to publish the Bill at an early date." from corre-
spondence to the Campaign for the Abolition of Cruel Sports. October 2011.

Fine Gael, Dun Laoghaire

Email: Mary.MitchellOConnor@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183302116



MICHAEL MOYNIHAN, TD
"Those involved in the industry and coursing clubs are genuine, decent and hon-
ourable people, providing employment and entertainment and maintaining animal
welfare standards second to none...We must acknowledge the voluntary contribu-
tions people made in Bord na gCon and the Irish Coursing Club. Many of them
have been attacked from certain quarters. It is up to those who acknowledge these
people’s contribution to stand up for them and point out that their sports are com-
pletely legitimate." From a Dail debate on the Welfare of Greyhounds Bill 2011, 30
June 2011.

In March 2013, Michael Moynihan voted against an amendment to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

In 2005, Michael Moynihan voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to
50.

Fianna Fail, Cork North West

Email: michael.moynihan.td@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183595117



MICHELLE MULHERIN, TD
In March 2013, Michelle Mulherin voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Mayo

Email: Michelle.Mulherin@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183065118



CATHERINE MURPHY, TD
On 27th March 2013, Catherine Murphy supported 2 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw foxhunting, hare coursing, digging
out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling and the use of animals in circus perform-
ances.

Independent, Kildare North

Email: Catherine.Murphy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183099119



DARA MURPHY, TD
In March 2013, Dara Murphy voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cork North Central

Email: Dara.Murphy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183862120



GERALD NASH, TD
In March 2013, Gerald Nash voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Gerald Nash is a patron of Drogheda Animal Rescue Centre.

Labour Party, Louth

Email: Gerald.Nash@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183576121



DENIS NAUGHTEN, TD
On 27th March 2013, Independent TD Denis Naughten supported an amendment
to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw fur farming. 

In 2010, Deputy Naughten voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Independent, Roscommon Leitrim South

Email: denis.naughten@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183545122



DAN NEVILLE, TD
In March 2013, Dan Neville voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"The Bill before the House goes far beyond the issue of puppy farms to impose
additional costs and duplicate inspection structures on rural industries such as
greyhound and hunting dog breeding. These are important activities in my con-
stituency. Greyhound breeding has been popular in County Limerick for hundreds
of years...Fox hunting is also popular in County Limerick. Several packs are based
in the county, the most famous of which is the Black and Tans pack in Emly...The
County Limerick Foxhounds pack is based two miles from where I live. As a child I
was entertained when the horses and hounds walked up the road on which I grew
up. We also helped to rear the pack's pups, which were farmed out to various fami-
lies...We also have foxhunting, scarteens and many other packs. The Fine Gael
Party proposed a number of amendments in the Seanad to exclude these vital
industries and instead focus primarily on puppy farms." Dog Breeding
Establishments Bill, 2nd July 2010

In September 2009, Dan Neville "asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government his views on the points made by the campaign for the aboli-
tion of cruel sports with reference to an application by a club (details supplied) to
his Department for a licence to net hares for another hare coursing season; his fur-
ther views on whether the Irish hare is designated as an endangered species here;
and if he will make a statement on the matter." Dail Question, September 2009.

In 2010, Dan Neville voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Limerick

Email: daniel.neville@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183356123



DEREK NOLAN, TD
In June 2012, Derek Nolan TD asked the Minister for Agriculture, Simon Coveney,
"if the exemptions on fishing, hunting and hare coursing underlined in section
12(12) of the Animal Welfare Bill will be retained"

In March 2013, Derek Nolan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Galway West

Email: Derek.Nolan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 091-561006124



MICHAEL NOONAN, TD
In March 2013, Michael Noonan voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming in Ireland.

In 2010, Deputy Noonan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Limerick City

Email: michael.noonan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6764735125



PATRICK NULTY, TD
On 27th March 2013, Patrick Nulty supported amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrierwork, 
digging-out, ferreting and fur farming. 

"I agree with the ban [on hare coursing] proposed." January 18, 2012.

On October 18th 2012, Patrick Nulty joined protesters at an anti-bloodsports
demonstration outside Dail Eireann.

"Hare coursing is deliberately cruel and unnecessary. As Deputy O'Sullivan has
outlined, issues of employment can be addressed in other ways through drag
coursing. It sticks out like a sore thumb in this Bill that the opportunity to ban
coursing is not being seized. I wonder why it is not being seized. I find it very ironic
that in our vote on the previous amendment, Fine Gael, Fianna Fáil and Sinn Féin
all stood shoulder to shoulder. Not since before 1918 have the nationalist parties
stood together so much to oppose progressive measures towards achieving animal
rights. This is an opportunity for the Minister to redeem himself. I acknowledge the
positive elements of this Bill but this is a huge anomaly and a huge failure of us
seizing political responsibility for the environment in which we all live on this island
and to ban hare coursing. It is a totally barbaric and unacceptable practice. It is
totally unnecessary and it certainly does not represent the future of Irish economic
and rural development. I think we should ban it outright today." Animal Health and
Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Report Stage, 27 March 2013. 

"Fur farming is on the decline, is unnecessary, deliberately cruel, wrong and pro-
foundly unnecessary. There is no need or justification for it." Animal Health and
Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Report Stage, 27 March 2013. 

Independent, Dublin West

Email: patrick.nulty@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183133126



JONATHAN O'BRIEN, TD
In March 2013, Jonathan O'Brien voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Cork North Central

Email: Jonathan.O'Brien@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6184840127



CAOIMHGHIN O CAOLAIN, TD
"I am totally opposed to live hare coursing." 

In March 2013, Caoimhghin O Caolain voted against 2 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Caoimhghin O Caolain voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
which banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Sinn Fein, Cavan/Monaghan

Email: ocaolain@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183005128



EAMON O CUIV, TD
"The Minister is right not to introduce a ban on hunting, fishing or coursing in the Bill.
There are parts of the country where they form part of way of life and as long as it
does not involve excessive cruelty, the Minister's approach in this regard is correct. I
do not agree with anti-hunting lobby." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012, Dail
Eireann, September 19th, 2012.

In 2012, ICABS welcomed a statement from Eamon O Cuiv TD that he does not
agree with the digging out of animals or the use of terriers to attack animals that
have gone to ground. He expressed his opposition to these cruel activities during the
Committee Stage of the Animal Health and Welfare Bill. Addressing Agriculture
Minister Simon Coveney, Deputy O Cuiv stated: "Will [the Minister] explain whether
the use of canines for the hunting of any animal, digging out of any wild mammal
gone to ground and the use of terriers to attack and extract the wild mammal above
or below ground, is legally permissible? The Bill provides that unnecessary cruelty is
not permitted. Is that issue covered in the Bill? I do not agree with that particular pro-
cedure but I do not have a problem with normal hunting. Nature can be quite cruel
but that appears to be going too far. If the Bill is passed, will the digging out of foxes
be legally permissible, given the other terms about cruelty to animals?"

"I will be outlining my views on this issue at the Committee as the debate proceeds
but agree with the Minister that there should be no outright ban on hunting and
coursing." from an email from Eamon O Cuiv to ICABS, 8th November 2012.

"I will certainly support the abolition of hare coursing...I do not favour hare coursing
at all as I feel it is a cruel sport. You can rest assured of my stand on this matter."
from a December 1992 letter to anti-coursing campaigner John Fitzgerald. Why the
change between 1992 and 2012? "Explanation is quite simple and that is that the
lobby against hare coursing will not give up until they make us all into vegetarians."
(from an email from Eamon O Cuiv to an ICABS supporter, September 2012)

Fianna Fail, Galway West

Email: eamon.ocuiv@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 091-562846129



WILLIE O'DEA, TD
In 2009, the Irish Council Against Blood Sports warmly welcomed a statement from
the office of the then Minister for Defence, Willie O'Dea, in which we were told that
the Minister "fully supports" our campaign.

Fianna Fail, Limerick East

Email: willie.odea@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 061-454488130



KIERAN O'DONNELL, TD
In March 2013, Kieran O'Donnell voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy O'Donnell voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Limerick City

Email: kieran.odonnell@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183808131



PATRICK O'DONOVAN, TD
In March 2013, Patrick O'Donovan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Limerick

Email: Patrick.O'Donovan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183610132



FERGUS O'DOWD, TD
In March 2013, Fergus O'Dowd voted 2 against amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badg-
er culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy O'Dowd voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Louth

Email: fergus.odowd@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6782024133



SEÁN O FEARGHAÍL, TD
In March 2013, Sean Ó Fearghaíl voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cru-
elty to animals - foxhunting, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling, fur
farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2005, Deputy O Fearghail voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to 50.

Fianna Fail, Kildare South

Email: sean.ofearghail@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183948134



JOHN O'MAHONY, TD
In March 2013, John O’Mahony voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"Mayo Fine Gael TD, John O’Mahony, has welcomed the decision by the Minister
for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Jimmy Deenihan TD, to provide funding for a
bounty for the killing of wild mink to the National Association of Regional Game
Councils. Deputy O’Mahony said he raised the issue of wild mink in Mayo with
Minister Deenihan and he was delighted that the details of the bounty had been
announced...Minister Deenihan has met with the National Regional Game
Councils, who have been actively promoting mink control and the result of it is the
bounty that has just been announced. The Minister has committed �20,000
towards the bounty scheme and it will be paid to hunters based on the number of
mink killed." from a statement on John O'Mahony's website, January 17, 2012.

In 2010, Deputy O'Mahony voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
which banned staghunting with packs of hounds. 

Fine Gael, Mayo

Email: john.omahony@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183706135



JOE O’REILLY, TD
"Also central to my childhood was sport, by which I mean people going out to
shoot in November, people going coursing or various forms of outdoor sport with
beagles. Regardless of whether one likes it, the Ward Union Hunt is an integral
part of rural society and rural life. The deer is not at risk in the physical sense... I
am in favour of the Ward Union Hunt and have no quibbles about that." Speaking
as a Senator, Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage, 30 June 2010

"I live beside a hunt known as the Drumlin Hounds in Cootehill. I am familiar with
members of the hunt and know the dogs are well fed, cared for in an exemplary
fashion and kept in the best possible conditions. Those involved in the hunt have
an affection for their animals, are outdoors people and love sport...Next Friday
week, I will attend a hunt ball in the Abbey Hotel in Roscommon in the Minister of
State's constituency. I do so every year as the ball is an opportunity to meet a won-
derful group of people from the Roscommon hunt who have a passion for what
they do and love and care for their animals." Dog Breeding Establishments Bill
2009: Committee Stage, 10 February 2010. 

In March 2013, Joe O'Reilly voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Cavan Monaghan

Email: Joe.O'Reilly@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183721136



AODHÁN Ó RÍORDÁIN, TD
In March 2013, Aodhan Ó Riordain voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts
of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin North Central

Email: aodhan.oriordain@oir.ie  Telephone: 01-6183209137



AENGUS O SNODAIGH, TD
In March 2013, Aengus O Snodaigh voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy O Snodaigh voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
which banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

On 24th March 2009, Aengus O Snodaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture "if in
the context of his responsibility for animal welfare and the legal protection of ani-
mals from cruelty, he will introduce legislation banning all blood sports including
hare coursing and fox hunting". 

On 10th March, 2009, he asked the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government "if he will introduce legislation banning all blood sports including
hare coursing and fox hunting".

Sinn Fein, Dublin South Central

Email: aengus.osnodaigh@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6184084138



JAN O'SULLIVAN, TD
"I do not support blood sports." 

In March 2013, Jan O'Sullivan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Jan O'Sullivan voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Labour, Limerick City

Email: jan.osullivan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183670139



MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN, TD
The Irish Council Against Blood Sports is honoured to have Maureen O'Sullivan as
our President. Maureen is an invaluable ally to ICABS in Dail Eireann, tabling Dail
questions and making representations on an ongoing basis.

On 27th March 2013, Maureen O'Sullivan presented/supported amendments to the
Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting,
terrierwork, digging-out, ferreting and fur farming.

"This was a golden opportunity to get rid of hare coursing. It is very obvious that
the majority of people in this country totally oppose it. I know that Deputies are
annoyed by the volume of emails they receive on this matter, but this shows the
extent of the support for putting a ban on coursing...Damage is being done to grey-
hounds, who are gentle animals. They are being deliberately blooded and trained
to do something that is against their nature. We know also of the damage to hares
in the way they are netted, housed and used. There is also an increasing use of
rabbits [for blooding greyhounds]." Animal Health and Welfare Bill debate in Dail
Eireann, March 27th, 2013. 

"Nobody will tell me that coursing is the sort of activity where there is no cruelty... I
do not think it is doing our international reputation any good to be one of three
countries that continue with live coursing...This was a golden opportunity to get rid
of hare coursing which I think is very obvious the majority of people in this country
totally oppose." Animal Health and Welfare Bill debate in Dail Eireann, March 27th,
2013. 

"Let me refer to coursing. I could read out a catalogue of instances of coursing cru-
elty but I will refer to just a few pertaining to various coursing meetings. Over two
days of coursing at one event, 16 hares were hit by dogs. Nine were pinned and

Independent, Dublin Central

Email: maureen.osullivan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183488140



MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN, TD
seven died of their injuries. At another meet-
ing, six hares were hit by muzzled dogs, six
were injured and two were killed. Over anoth-
er two days, ten hares were hit, two were
killed, two were injured and two died
overnight. At another meeting, 12 hares were
hit by muzzled dogs, one was killed, four were
injured and one was put down because of
injuries...We know what occurs before cours-
ing meetings. The club members go out col-
lecting hares. Sometimes they do so outside
the bounds of their licence. Netting involves
supporters yelling and shouting to herd hares
into a net and then into an enclosure. This,
again, is cruel to hares because they are soli-
tary creatures. The wild hare is released into
the field where we know what happens.
Blooding with hares, rabbits and kittens is
practised by people who own greyhounds.
While debating legislation before the recess, I
discovered that hares can also be shot. I do
not know what the poor hare ever did to Irish
society to be subjected to such cruel treat-
ment...Let me refer to fur farming. I have seen
evidence of the manner in which animals are
kept, breaching all animal welfare laws, even
those we had before now. The practice is simi-
lar to the medieval torture chamber represent-
ed by the badger traps. A review group sub-

mitted a report some months ago but this is
not being addressed in the Bill. I hope sepa-
rate legislation is being planned as a conse-
quence...

"I accept that we are not fully free of bovine
TB and that control measures are necessary
but such measures could be carried out in a
humane way, not through the most barbaric,
gruesome and inhumane practice of catching
badgers in a snare. I have seen the snares;
they belong to a medieval torture chamber
and are not part of a modern, civilised society.
The trapping is cruel and when the badger is
caught, it is a sitting target for the hunter to
shoot it. A consequence is that the young
badgers are left to starve. There are no badg-
ers in the Isle of Man, yet there is bovine TB
there. Farmers who are against badger snar-
ing say other measures could be used to com-
bat TB, including strict movement controls,
thorough cleansing of livestock buildings,
good ventilation and double fencing on all
boundaries. There were some measures of
note taken in England. Movement controls,
improved cattle testing and biosecurity saw a
15% reduction in bovine TB. There are similar
improvements in other countries where there
is no badger killing...If one culls intensively for

four years, there is a net TB reduction of 12%
to 16%. Therefore, 85% of the problem
remains. I hope that the legislation could lead
to a vaccination strategy instead of using the
very cruel and barbaric practice of badger
snaring. The Irish Wildlife Trust stated in a let-
ter to The Irish Times this week that since
culling began in Ireland many years ago,
90,000 badgers have been killed. However,
80,000 of the badgers were healthy. In
Northern Ireland, badgers are tested in the
field so that only those infected with TB are
killed..." from Animal Health and Welfare Bill
2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage (Resumed),
Dail Eireann, 20 September 2012. 

"I do not know what the hare has ever done to
Irish society to justify the treatment meted out
to it, first, as a result of many years of cours-
ing and now by virtue of the fact that people
will be able to shoot it. The Minister referred to
open season which, for hares, will be five
months long. However, open season for hares
lasts all 12 months of the year...Let us consid-
er what the supposedly humane practice of
muzzling has done for the hare. About one
month before each meeting club members go
out into the countryside to collect hares in a
process known as "netting". This involves a

Independent, Dublin Central

Email: maureen.osullivan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183488141



MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN, TD
gang of supporters shouting and yelling to
herd hares into nets which have been strategi-
cally placed. The hares are then put into
boxes for transport to the coursing venue.
These are another two instances of cruelty,
but the Bill does not go into much detail on
this aspect...During the training weeks hares
are kept herded together in a enclosure. This
adds considerably to the stress suffered by
the hares which are solitary creatures and
keep to themselves in the wild. They do not
live together in groups. In captivity, therefore,
they are very prone to disease which can
spread more easily when they are kept togeth-
er in an enclosure." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill
2012 [Seanad]: Second and Subsequent
Stages, 18 July 2012. 

"I wish to focus on the hunt aspect and the
proposal to prohibit stag hunting with hounds
in Ireland, which will apply to the Ward Union
Hunt. I believe this is a humane and an
enlightened initiative that is long overdue.

"Do we have some romantic view of the hunt
in terms of the red jackets, the men and
women on horseback and, I understand these
days, on quads and jeeps, with the horns
blowing, the dogs baying and the so-called

thrill of the chase? The words I use are animal
cruelty. There are incidents of deer becoming
entangled in barbed wire, drowned and
chocked to death. Do we really want to see
images of hunted deer covered in blood,
wounded, bitten and bruised, with steaming
tongues hanging out as they drop to the
ground exhausted? The hunt is causing
unnecessary suffering to these animals. It is a
gruelling experience that can last up to and
even longer than three hours.

"I cite, as the late Deputy Tony Gregory did in
the Dail debate of October 2007, the veteri-
nary documents which show the injuries and
fatalities. They include fractured ribs, ruptured
aortic aneurysms, a deer collapsing and dying
after desperately trying to escape over an 8 ft
high wall. There is considerable photographic
and video evidence of the cruelty, and reports
in newspapers of numerous incidents of cruel-
ty. Is it sport to terrify an animal so unneces-
sarily and for what?

"The Ward Union Hunt states that it has imple-
mented a wide range of health and safety
measures in recent years. That is equivalent
to telling a prisoner that after being tortured a
doctor will be on hand to bandage the

wounds. What health and safety measures
can be brought in that will alleviate deliberate
suffering and torture of an animal? That is a
total contradiction." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill
2010: Second Stage, 24 June 2010. Deputy
O'Sullivan voted in favour of the bill.

"Maureen O'Sullivan, TD said one of the major
regrets of the late Tony Gregory was that more
hadn't been done for animal rights in his life-
time. She had always shared his views on ani-
mal rights, she said, and hoped to continue his
work against coursing. 'It is absolutely vicious,
I couldn't look at the video footage of coursing,
how people call that a sport, I do not know,'
Ms O'Sullivan said." Irish Times, August 2009.

"Finian McGrath and Maureen O'Sullivan have
told the Herald that they are determined to see
stag hunting ended. Both say that blood sports
are entirely wrong and should be stamped out
as soon as possible..."To me it's animal cruel-
ty. To see deer caught in barbed wire, bruised,
bleeding, hurt," she told the Herald. "I don't
consider it sport to terrify animals, the hounds
baying. In some cases they are going after
domesticated deer. They are often killed
through exhaustion. It's ludicrous." Evening
Herald, June 29 2010.

Independent, Dublin Central

Email: maureen.osullivan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183488142



WILLIE PENROSE, TD
"Longford-Westmeath TD Willie Penrose also said he would not support a ban [on
the Ward Union deerhunt]. 'I support rural Ireland. I don't support the Wildlife Bill. I
certainly would not support the bill. I'm a rural person with rural views,' he said."
(Irish Times, April 29, 2010)

"I speak as a Deputy who is deeply in touch with rural issues and a rural way of life
and I strongly oppose the Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010, as proposed by the
Minister, Deputy Gormley...The Bill before the House is historic in at least one
respect, in that, to the best of my knowledge, it is the first occasion since the foun-
dation of the State that a Government has brought a specific Bill before this House
to outlaw a country sport...As young people we hunted rabbits in order to secure
food or sell it at two shillings unskinned or half a crown skinned...We hunted
foxes...One got half a crown for a fox's tail when one brought it in." Wildlife
(Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage, 29 June 2010. Willie Penrose voted
AGAINST the ban on staghunting

"[Minister Gormley] reserved his full contempt for Labour. "I find you absolutely
shameful." It was difficult to disagree with him. The principled men and women of
the Labour Party, who love to take a stand and cleave to it, blithely voting against a
long-expressed opposition to animal cruelty and blood sports. No amount of shout-
ing from Willie Penrose from Westmeath could change that, although he got a
noisy round of applause from the Ward Union [hunt] people in the public gallery."
Irish Times - Wednesday, June 30, 2010

"I have heard from people representing him that the Minister wants to get rid of
coursing proposals implemented by a previous Minister, which were excellent. The
Green Party was not satisfied and wanted to get rid of them. We say “No” to this
today." Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage (Resumed), 29 June 2010. 

Labour, Longford Westmeath

Email: willie.penrose@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183734143



JOHN PERRY, TD
In March 2013, John Perry voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Perry voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

In a statement delivered at a pro-hunt meeting in January 2008, John Perry, TD
stated: "Outdoor leisure and recreational activities such as hunting, shooting and
fishing are factors that are a fundamental and integral part of the rural lifestyle...I
will maintain my pressure on this Government to have our rich rural heritage recog-
nised, and indeed protected by legislation, rather than being threatened by it."
Responding to a complaint from ICABS, Deputy Perry said that he continues to
"feel strongly about animal welfare and conservation of our wildlife". "I note your
comments and will keep them in mind for the future," he added.

Fine Gael, Sligo Leitrim North

Email: john.perry@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6312243144



ANN PHELAN, TD
In March 2013, Ann Phelan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"I ask the Minister to continue to review the legislation in the area of hare coursing.
This morning, I discovered that hares are at an endangered level...If the practice is
to the detriment of a particular species, it must be well regulated and continually
monitored." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012 [Seanad]: Second Stage
(Resumed), 20 September 2012. 

Labour Party, Carlow Kilkenny

Email: Ann.Phelan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 056-7756000145



JOHN PAUL PHELAN, TD
In March 2013, John Paul Phelan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal
Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst
acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, fer-
reting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"At a recent meet of the Kilmoganny Hounds, members were canvassed for their
support by successful Fine Gael candidates Tom Hayes (Tipperary South) and
John Paul Phelan (Carlow-Kilkenny)". From the Hunting Association of Ireland
website. An accompanying photo shows "Tom Hayes and John Paul Phelan at a
recent meet of the Kilmoganny Hounds" next to horses and hounds. (2011)

"I will not be supporting any ban on stag hunting." (2010) 

Fine Gael, Carlow Kilkenny

Email: JohnPaul.Phelan@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 056-7793210146



THOMAS PRINGLE, TD
"I think it is clear that I am not supporting these [anti-hunting and anti-coursing]
amendments and it is only because of the situation in the Dail that the amend-
ments have to be submitted in my name as the only independent on the select
committee that will consider the legislation. I have no problem with field sports pro-
vided there is no unnecessary cruelty to animals during the sports and I know that
most people involved are trying to preserve a rural way of life." Thomas Pringle
website statement, 14th November, 2012.

"Deputy Maureen O'Sullivan: First, I acknowledge the work of Deputy Thomas
Pringle in allowing the amendments to be tabled because he had difficulties with
some of them. I am conscious that the amendments tabled by Deputy Clare Daly
and I presented difficulties for him." Animal Health and Welfare Bill 2012:
Committee Stage, 22 November 2012.

In March 2013, Thomas Pringle voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Independent, Donegal South West

Email: Thomas.Pringle@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183038147



RUAIRÍ QUINN, TD
"I used to be a member of the Irish Council Against Blood Sports. Personally, I am
against the hunting of live animals with dogs, i.e. fox hunting, live hare coursing
and carted deer hunting." 

In 2010, Ruairi Quinn voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Labour, Dublin South East

Email: ruairi.quinn@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183434148



PAT RABBITTE, TD
"I do not support bloodsports or hare coursing but I have no difficulty with age-old
rural sports like fishing, shooting, etc within the terms prescribed by law."

Labour Party leader, Pat Rabbitte, has “sponsored” an “agreement” between two
hunting organisations - the National Association of Regional Game Councils (gun
clubs) and the Countryside Alliance (a UK-based hunting defence group, previously
known as the British Fieldsports Society). The signing of this agreement took place
in Leinster House and afterwards Mr Rabbitte posed for photographs next to the
hunting representatives. Mr. Rabbitte was quoted as stating that “it is inspiring that
these two organisations are articulating a proactive vision for the future of Irish
country life.” from Pat Rabbitte backs hunting groups, ICABS Newsletter, 2003.

In 2009, Labour Party TD, Pat Rabbitte, asked the Minster for the Environment if
he would grant a licence to permit the use of glue traps. ICABS expressed disap-
pointment to Deputy Rabbitte, then the Minister for Communications, Energy &
Natural Resources. We told him that glue traps are considered one of the most
cruel and inhumane traps and that they are illegal in Ireland. "Animals caught in
glue traps have been known to bite off their own limbs in a bid to escape," we stat-
ed. "When their faces get stuck in the glue, they suffocate. Animals also die of star-
vation in these traps. Victims not only include rodents but also birds, frogs, squir-
rels and other small mammals."

In 2010, Pat Rabbitte voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds. In March 2013, he voted against 2
amendments to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban
on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing,
digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling and the use of animals in circus
performances.

Labour, Dublin South West

Email: pat.rabbitte@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6782011149



DR JAMES REILLY, TD
"Figures obtained by the Irish Independent show researchers in Trinity College
spent more than 368,000 Euro on live animals in only 12 months to use in tests
aimed at treating disease in humans. The figure is more than double what was
spent the previous year. Dogs, pigs, rabbits, mice and rats have been used in the
university's medical experiments, but there is pressure from the EU to find other
ways of conducting tests. The Trinity figures show the huge cost of "maintenance
and welfare" during the same period, bringing the bill to 665,102 Euro. Between
October 2011 and last September the university bought 15 pigs, 20,094 mice and
6,579 rats for use in its labs. The animals are tested as part of the exploration of
treatments for diseases such as Alzheimer's, arthritis, multiple sclerosis, schizo-
phrenia and genetic disorders. The university said any research carried out on ani-
mals requires the prior licensing of the person and the project by the Minister for
Health Dr James Reilly...the Irish Anti-Vivisection Society, which is campaigning for
an end to the use of live animals, argues that animal experimentation 'allows the
infliction of pain and suffering'."

In 2010, James Reilly voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

In March 2013, James Reilly voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Dublin North

Email: james.reilly@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6711026150



MICHAEL RING, TD
"I am personally against hare coursing. I am totally opposed to cruelty to animals
but particularly this kind of cruelty in relation to blood sports." 

In March 2013, Michael Ring voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Michael Ring voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Mayo

Email: michael.ring@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6041034151



BRENDAN RYAN, TD
In March 2013, Brendan Ryan voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin North 

Email: Brendan.Ryan@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6184584152



ALAN SHATTER, TD
"I am totally opposed to hunting wild animals with dogs." 

Alan Shatter is a former President of the Irish Council against Blood Sports.

In 2010, on RTE's 'The Week in Politics', Alan Shatter criticised the Green Party for
bringing forward legislation to ban staghunting, stating that there are more impor-
tant priorities. 

In 2010, Deputy Shatter voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

"Would the Minister agree that many people regard hare coursing as an offensive,
obscene and particularly primitive sporting activity? ... Could I urge him to consider
introducing legislation to ban live hare coursing? I suggest that the Minister would
agree that hare coursing is as primitive a sport as bull-fighting and cock-fighting,
both of which are prohibited under our legislation." Dail Questions and Answers
(Hare Coursing) - 8 June 1983. 

Fine Gael, Dublin South

Email: alan.shatter@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183911153



SEAN SHERLOCK, TD
"I am in favour of field sports and coursing and I have been at greyhound meet-
ings. The people I represent are those who rear pups." Stated by Sean Sherlock
during the Dog Breeding Establishments Bill 2009: Second Stage, 8 July 2010.

"Cork East TD Sean Sherlock said he would reserve comment on stag hunting until
the matter had been discussed internally. 'I believe there must be some sort of reg-
ulation but we must not regulate field sports out of existence.'" (Irish Times, April
29, 2010)

"Deputy Sean Sherlock: If [the Minister] were to support the amendment, that
would give great solace to the Irish Greyhound Board, the Irish Coursing Club and
to every single dog owner throughout the country who courses hares or races
greyhounds in such places as Curraheen Park and Youghal." Dog Breeding
Establishments Bill 2009: Second Stage 8 July 2010. 

In 2010, Deputy Sherlock voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Labour Party, Cork East

Email: sean.sherlock@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 022-53523154



ROISIN SHORTALL, TD
On 27th March 2013, Roisin Shortall supported amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrierwork, dig-
ging-out, ferreting and fur farming. 

In 2010, Deputy Shortall voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

"To ask the Minister for Agriculture and Food if his attention has been drawn to the
large scale destruction of farm and other property, often running to thousands of
euro, by the unauthorised use of such lands for the purposes of live hunting." From
a Dail Question tabled in 2004.

Labour Party, Dublin North-West

Email: roisin.shortall@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183593155



BRENDAN SMITH, TD
According to the Summer 2008 edition of the Hunting Association's newsletter,
Minister Brendan Smith "officially opens Drumlin Hounds Equestrian Facility". The
Drumlin Hounds is a Cavan hunt affiliated to the Irish Masters of Harriers
Association. "The course, [was] built by Drumlin Equestrian with the aid of a grant
from the Government Sports Capital Scheme...Minister Smith commended the
group on their vision, perseverance and personal commitment in pursuing and
completing this project." Minister Smith was photographed alongside members of
the hunt.

In 2005, Brendan Smith voted AGAINST the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
which sought to outlaw fur farming in Ireland. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to
50.

In March 2013, Brendan Smith voted against an amendment to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on fur farming.

Fianna Fail, Cavan Monaghan

Email: brendan.smith@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 049-4362366156



ARTHUR SPRING, TD
In March 2013, Arthur Spring voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Kerry North Limerick West

Email: Arthur.Spring@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 066-7125337  157



EMMET STAGG, TD
"Emmet Stagg has confirmed he is among a number of Labour TDs who do not
support a ban on stag hunting...Mr Stagg, Labour whip and TD for Kildare North,
said: 'I see nothing wrong with it [stag hunting] at all. I think it's well regulated. I'm a
supporter of country sports in general,' he said." Irish Times, April 29, 2010.

This was in stark contrast to a statement made in the early 90s by Emmet Stagg in
support of a rally against coursing in Balbriggan - "On behalf of myself and the
Labour Party I want to express my full and unequivocal support for the banning of
hare coursing in Ireland and throughout the European Community. It is a travesty
that hare coursing is referred to as a 'sport'. It is a sadistic, cruel and barbarous
activity and it is a discredit to our society that such activities remain legal. The vast
majority of Irish people want this activity banned and the Labour Party commits
itself to working with any other political party in Dail Eireann to bring about an end
to hare coursing and other so-called field sports. It is imperative that the Irish
Council Against Blood Sports continue their campaign and that people highlight in
the media the barbarity of this activity. Only through a campaign of protest can we
bring enough pressure on the Government and political parties to ban hare cours-
ing. I wish this and future protests every possible success. Again, on behalf of the
Labour Party, we will assist this campaign in every way possible."

In a March 2004 Dail Question, Emmet Stagg asked the Environment Minister if
"he will reconsider the blanket ban on hunting on State lands".

In 2010, Deputy Stagg voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds. In March 2013, he voted against 3
amendments to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban
on foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling, fur
farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Kildare North

Email: emmet.stagg@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183013158



BRIAN STANLEY, TD
On 21 March 2012, Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Agriculture "if minks, cats
and racing horses will be included in the upcoming Animal Welfare Bill; and if he
will make a statement on the matter."

In March 2013, Brian Stanley voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of
cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting,
badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Sinn Fein, Laoighis Offaly

Email: Brian.Stanley@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183987159



DAVID STANTON, TD
In March 2013, David Stanton voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Stanton voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Cork East

Email: david.stanton@oir.ie   Telephone: 01-6183181160



BILLY TIMMINS, TD
"As a Party (Fine Gael), we are not opposed to countryside sports." From an email
to an ICABS supporter, February 2011. 

In March 2013, as a Fine Gael TD, Billy Timmins voted against 3 amendments to
the Animal Health and Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of
Ireland's worst acts of cruelty to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out,
terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus
performances.

In 2010, Billy Timmins voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Deputy Billy Timmins is calling for a temporary suspension of the Open Hunting
Season if temperatures remain exceptionally low. The freezing weather means
many animals, such as deer herds, move to low ground where food is more com-
monly available. However, this also leaves them an easy target for hunters. Deputy
Timmins has requested that Environment Minister, John Gormley, should introduce
a temporary hunting suspension until the freezing weather conditions pass. 'It
would be nice if gun club members, who are responsible country sports enthusi-
asts, would take the initiative and act in a professional and ethical way and intro-
duce a voluntary suspension of shooting of any wildlife, whether that be deer, wild
birds, waterfowl or game birds during this period of adverse weather. It could be in
advance of a statutory ban.' from Call for temporary ban on all hunting, Wicklow
People, 08 December 2010. 

Independent, Wicklow

Email: billy.timmins@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183384161



ROBERT TROY, TD 
During a Dail debate in July 2012, Robert Troy said he wanted to see the ban on
cruel stag hunting rescinded. "I thought the Government parties might have used
the opportunity...to rescind the ban on stag hunting," he stated. 

Robert Troy has told ICABS that he supports hare coursing because some of his
constituents are engaged in the activity.

In 2010, Cllr Troy attended a meeting in Mullingar organised by pro-blood sports
group, RISE. Cllr Troy spoke in support of RISE. A RISE sticker was displayed on
the door of his constituency office. 

Fianna Fail, Longford Westmeath

Email: Robert.Troy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 044-9330769162



JOANNA TUFFY, TD
"Studies carried out on the Ward Union Hunt found evidence of physiological
recovery within three or four days and full recovery within ten days, and two
months post hunt the hunted deer were found to be in good health." Wildlife
(Amendment) Bill 2010: Committee and Remaining Stages, 29 June 2010. 

In response, Environment Minister John Gormley stated: "I do not know what sort
of information the Deputy has but one does not need to be a vet or any specialist
to see that the animal in question is under severe stress. It is a domesticated ani-
mal. The vets to whom I have spoken have clearly stated that the animal is under
severe stress." 

In 2010, Deputy Tuffy voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

"The Labour Party opposes this legislation [ban on Ward Union deerhunt] because
it is the wrong approach to maximising the protection of wildlife. It does nothing to
protect wildlife but has a much more cynical motivation. It is an all-out unilateral
ban on the Ward Union Hunt...People in rural communities feel under threat from
this legislation and are concerned it is the thin end of the wedge." Wildlife
(Amendment) Bill 2010: Second Stage, 24 June 2010

Labour Party, Dublin Mid West

Email: joanna.tuffy@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183822163



DR LIAM TWOMEY, TD
In March 2013, Liam Twomey voted against 2 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger culling, fur farming
and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Wexford

Email: Liam.Twomey@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6184299164



DR LEO VARADKAR, TD
In March 2013, Leo Varadkar voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

In 2010, Deputy Varadkar voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Fine Gael, Dublin West

Email: leo.varadkar@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6041062165



JACK WALL, TD
In March 2013, Jack Wall voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

"Kildare South TD Jack Wall said he was not in favour of the bill [to ban the Ward
Union] and stag hunting provided employment." (Irish Times, April 29, 2010). Jack
Wall voted against the Bill which banned staghunting. 

In 2010, Deputy Wall voted AGAINST the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which
banned staghunting with packs of hounds.

Labour Party, Kildare South

Email: jack.wall@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183571166



MICK WALLACE, TD
On 27th March 2013, Mick Wallace supported amendments to the Animal Health
and Welfare Bill which sought to outlaw hare coursing, foxhunting, terrierwork, 
digging-out, ferreting and fur farming. 

Independent, Wexford

Email: Mick.Wallace@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6183287167



BRIAN WALSH, TD
In March 2013, Brian Walsh voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Fine Gael, Galway West

Email: Brian.Walsh@oireachtas.ie   Telephone: 01-6184236168



ALEX WHITE, TD
In March 2013, Alex White voted against 3 amendments to the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill which sought to secure a ban on some of Ireland's worst acts of cruelty
to animals - foxhunting, hare coursing, digging out, terrierwork, ferreting, badger
culling, fur farming and the use of animals in circus performances.

Labour Party, Dublin South

Email: Alex.White@oireachtas.ie  Telephone: 01-6183972169



In March 2013, an amendment to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill was put forward by Deputies Maureen O'Sullivan
and Clare Daly. The amendment sought to secure a ban on hare coursing. Sadly, a majority of TDs rejected the
amendments, paving the way for the suffering of hares to continue.
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Broughan, Thomas P.
Collins, Joan.
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Animal Health and Welfare Bill Amendment - Hare Coursing
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In March 2013, an amendment to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill was put forward by Deputies Maureen O'Sullivan
and Clare Daly. The amendment sought to secure a ban on fox hunting, terrierwork, digging out, ferreting, badger
culling and the use of animals in circus. A majority of TDs rejected the amendments.
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Animal Health and Welfare Bill Amendment - Foxhunting
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In March 2013, an amendment to the Animal Health and Welfare Bill was put forward by Deputies Maureen O'Sullivan
and Clare Daly. The amendment sought to secure a ban on hare coursing. Sadly, a majority of TDs rejected the
amendments, paving the way for the suffering to continue.
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Animal Health and Welfare Bill Amendment - Fur Farming
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In June 2010, the Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010 which outlawed the hounding of deer with a pack of dogs was passed
with support from a 75 to 71 majority of TDs. At the time, Fine Gael voted against the Bill and pledged to repeal it
when in government but later said that there was "no commitment" to reversing the widely welcomed ban.
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Wildlife Amendment Bill 2010
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The TDs who voted in favour of the Bill The TDs who shamefully voted against the bill

Tellers: Ta (In favour of Bill) Deputies John Curran and John Cregan. Nil (Against the Bill) Deputies Paul Kehoe and Emmet Stagg
Absent: Tommy Broughan. Absent: Arthur Morgan. Absent on Medical Grounds: Michael D. Higgins.



In 2005, foxes and mink were doomed to continuing living a life of misery on fur farms following the rejection by Dail
Eireann of the Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004. The bill was defeated by 67 votes to 50. Those who voted against
the bill comprised 62 Fianna Fail TDs, three Progressive Democrats and two Independents.
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Fur Farming (Prohibition) Bill 2004
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Contact An Taoiseach Enda Kenny and An Tanaiste
Eamon Gilmore. Ask them to show compassion for Irish
wildlife and introduce an immediate ban on foxhunting,
hare coursing and all bloodsports.

An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny
Department of the Taoiseach,
Telephone: 01-6194020
Email: taoiseach@taoiseach.gov.ie

An Tanaiste, Eamon Gilmore
Office of the Tanaiste 
Tel: 01 6183566 (Dail) or 01 408 2000 (Iveagh House)

Email: eamon.gilmore@oireachtas.ie

Urge Agriculture Minister Simon Coveney to remove
exemptions for coursing from the Animal Health and
Welfare Bill.

Minister Simon Coveney
Department of Agriculture
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Email: minister@agriculture.gov.ie
Tel: 01-607 2884 or LoCall 1890-200510.

Contact your local TDs now. Demand that they urgently
push for bans on hare coursing and foxhunting.

Find out the names of your TDs and their email addresses.
Click on "Politicians" at www.banbloodsports.com

If you prefer to post a letter to your TDs, 
address your correspondence to:
Dail Eireann, 
Leinster House
Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Also arrange a meeting with your TDs at their local clinics.
Contact us for details of clinic locations.

Support compassionate candidates at election time. Tell
candidates that their stance on animal issues will deter-
mine whether or not you consider voting for them.

Please join the ICABS mailing list for action alerts, news
and updates on the campaign against blood sports.

Send "Subscribe" to info@banbloodsports.com 
To receive a monthly campaign text alert, send "Go" to 00353
(0)86 038 6617

HOW YOU CAN HELP



Please visit www.banbloodsports.com for updates.

Find us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/banbloodsports

Follow us on Twitter - www.twitter.com/banbloodsports

Watch campaign videos - www.youtube.com/icabs

Published by the Irish Council Against Blood Sports
PO Box 88, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland.


