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NO REVERSAL
Ward Union deerhunt ban secure
THE IRISH Council Against

Blood Sports has welcomed

a statement from Taoiseach

Enda Kenny’s office which

reveals that there is "no

commitment" to reversing

the widely welcomed ban on

the Ward Union hunt. 

Speaking to the Irish

Independent, the spokesper-

son dismissed a claim by

Junior Minister, Shane

McEntee that the hunt "will be

back".

In the report by Political

Editor, Fionnan Sheahan, the

Taoiseach's spokesperson

says:

* Mr McEntee was merely

expressing "an opinion" and

there is "no commitment" to

reverse the ban.

* "He [Mr McEntee] wasn't

speaking for or expressing

government policy in that

instance."

* "There is no such commit-

ment in the Programme for

Government."

* "[Enda Kenny] would not

resile from what's in the

Programme for Government.

There is no commitment." 

The article goes on to quote a

spokesman for Heritage

Minister Jimmy Deenihan as

saying "No, there isn't (a plan).

There is no legislation in the

pipeline."

Also quoted is a spokesper-

son for An Tanaiste, Eamon

Gilmore who says "there is no

plan to revisit the issue."

ICABS greatly welcomes this

confirmation that the Ward

Union ban will remain in place

in line with the majority view

that terrorisation of deer for

"sport" is unacceptable. 

We are now renewing our call

on the government to introduce

a ban on the bloodsports of

foxhunting and hare coursing.
Taoiseach Kenny: Won’t be
reversing ban on stag hunt 

Labour Party commits
to keeping hunt ban

LABOUR PARTY leader and

Tanaiste, Eamon Gilmore,

has restated his party’s oppo-

sition to any reversal of the

ban on carted deer hunting.

In an email, Mr Gilmore wrote:

"The Programme for Govern-

ment contains no commitment

to reverse the ban on stag hunt-

ing. The Labour Party position

is as stated, we do not support

reversal of the ban."

This stance was re-iterated by

a party spokesperson who was

quoted in the Sunday Times as

saying: "It has been passed and

should not be reversed."

He was responding to a state-

ment from Meath TD Shane

McEntee that "the legislation

will be reversed as Fine Gael

said it would during the election

campaign. There’s an under-

standing between Fine Gael

and Labour on this."

However Labour's spokesper-

son told the Times that he didn’t

know where Shane McEntee

got the impression there was

any such agreement.
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New campaign video asks you to help

make foxhunting a thing of the past 

Queen legend pays
tribute to Dick Power
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insurance cover for hunts

Deenihan licences
2011-12 coursing 
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insurance disc holders, books, etc.
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VISIT THE ICABS ONLINE SHOP



A NEW book about former

ICABS vice-president, the

late Tony Gregory TD, has

just been published by

O’Brien Press.

"This is the biography of a

true Irish political legend," the

publisher states. "As harsh

economic times return to

Ireland, it is time to celebrate

this inspirational Irishman who

made his name as a grass-

roots community activist and

went on to hold the balance of

power in Ireland. Tony

Gregory's political life has left

an exceptional legacy."

The book by Robbie Gilligan -

a Professor of Social Work and

Social Policy at Trinity College

Dublin - covers Tony's career

"from local agitator to elected

politician, and the campaigns

from 1978-2009".

"Tony Gregory", 256 pages,

O'Brien Press Ltd (10 Oct

2011), ISBN-10: 1847172261,

ISBN-13: 978-1847172266

New Tony
Gregory book
is published
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Dear Supporters. Welcome to

the Winter 2011/12 edition of

Animal Voice. 

This year has seen another

historic achievement with the

permanent banning of hare

coursing in Northern Ireland. 

We take heart from this victory,

as it's a step forward in the

campaign to rid the whole of the

island of Ireland of this bar-

barism. 

Much credit is due to the

League Against Cruel Sports

and indeed the Northern Ireland

Assembly members, with the

exception of Sinn Fein who

voted against the ban, and did

their best to overturn it.

Towards the end of 2011,

there was positive news that

Fine Gael will not reverse the

ban on the Ward Union deer

hunt as they had pledged to do

before their election in

February. We can now say that

the chapter is finally closed on

this 20-year campaign.

We had a sad event earlier

this year with the passing of a

founder member of ICABS and

one of our stalwarts, Dick

Power, at the age of 84. 

Dick was active in the cam-

paign up until shortly before his

death, and was a regular at our

coursing protests in Clonmel.

Dick was deservedly honoured

by a wonderful tribute in the

Irish Times obituary column,

and by Brian May of the leg-

endary group, Queen, who is a

committed campaigner in the

UK.

Another sad event this sum-

mer was the untimely and sud-

den death of a truly committed

animal welfare activist, Anne

Fitzgerald, from Cork. Anne was

a great friend of ICABS and a

regular at our protests. She is

greatly missed.

The ICABS campaign for a

ban on hare coursing and fox

hunting is ongoing, and we are

encouraged by the number of

new TDs in Dail Eireann who

support our cause. 

Also we continue to push for

businesses to quit sponsoring

or associating with blood sports,

and we have had a number of

further successes over the past

year. 

Amazingly, some members of

the clergy are still giving bless-

ings to hunts, and sadly, some

charities are still taking funds

raised by hunts. The spotlight

will remain on these until it final-

ly comes to an end.

As always, fund-raising is vital

to our campaign, and we are so

grateful to you, our loyal sup-

porters, who continue to sup-

port us, despite the gloomy

recessionary climate we find

ourselves in. Also, we thank you

for your messages of support

and encouragement.

Finally, I would like to pay a

special tribute to my colleague,

Philip Kiernan, for all his great

work and commitment to the

campaign. Our banblood-

sports.com website,  which he

maintains, and monthly e-

newsletters are amazing cam-

paign resources.

We wish you all a very happy

and peaceful Christmas and all

good wishes for 2012.

Aideen Yourell,
Campaign Director

weLcome



MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN, TD ASKS
MINISTER TO REFUSE LICENCE

AHEAD OF the current 2011-

12 hare coursing season,
ICABS President, Maureen
O’Sullivan TD called for a
refusal of the coursing

licence.

The Dublin Central Indepen-

dent TD made the request in a

Dail question to Minister for

Arts and Heritage, Jimmy

Deenihan.

Minister Deenihan was

asked "if he will consider

refusing this year’s application

...for a licence to net hares for

the 2011 to 2012 season".

Maureen urged the Minister,

if unwilling to refuse the

licence, to "at least add a num-

ber of new conditions to the

licence that will eliminate

much of the unnecessary suf-

fering to which hares are sub-

jected during the netting phase

of the coursing process."

In the June 11th reply, Jimmy

Deenihan stated: "My Depart-

ment has received an applica-

tion under the Wildlife Acts

from the organisation in ques-

tion on behalf of its affiliated

clubs to facilitate the tagging

and the capture of hares in

relation to the holding of cours-

ing meetings for the coming

2011/2012 season. The appli-

cation is under consideration

and a decision will be made as

soon as possible."

Sadly, the County Kerry

Minister ignored the request,

as well as appeals from anti-

blood sports citizens around

Ireland, and the licence was

eventually granted in August.

ICABS President, Maureen O’Sullivan TD, with our Vice-
President, Noel Gregory. Both have been a great support to
the campaigns against hunting and hare coursing cruelty

THUMBS UP to actor Ricky

Gervais who condemned

plans by the Irish Greyhound

Board to send thousands of

greyhounds to China.

In a front page Irish Sunday

Times report in April, Ricky

said he is "extremely con-

cerned for these dogs”.

“It is bad enough that many

greyhounds are killed and in-

jured through commercial rac-

ing in the UK, Ireland and other

parts of the world," he said.

"Now the Irish racing industry

wants to expand and send

greyhounds to China.”

According to the Dublin

SPCA, greyhounds that end up

in China face a "dire and

unthinkable" future. Thankfully,

the IGB export plan was even-

tually scrapped.

Ricky Gervais condemns Irish
Greyhound Board proposal
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Coursing permanently
banned in the North

17th AUGUST 2011 marked

another milestone in the

campaign to outlaw hare

coursing on the island of

Ireland, as a permanent

coursing ban came into

effect in Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland's Environ-

ment Minister, Alex Attwood,

said in a statement to the

media that "hare coursing

events should not take place in

a modern, progressive, civil-

ised society."

However, here in the

Republic, now the last bastion

of this backwoods barbarism, it

was business as usual for the

hare coursers, with the licence

to net hares issued by the

Minister for Arts, Jimmy

Deenihan.

The two remaining Northern

Ireland clubs, Ballymena and

Dungannon, now travel south

to be hosted by Tubbercurry

and Cavan, putting even more

pressure on our timid hares.

Hare coursers claim that the

muzzling of greyhounds, intro-

duced in 1993, eliminates the

kill from coursing. However,

while preventing the ripping

apart of hares, muzzles do not

prevent hares from being

struck and mauled by grey-

hounds, resulting in injuries

and death.

In any event, hares are ter-

rorised from the time they are

snatched from the wild in nets

to the day they are used as live

lures before greyhounds at

coursing meetings. This is

unacceptable in what passes

for a supposedly civilised coun-

try.

Surely our government

should be acting in tandem

with the Northern Ireland

Assembly in protecting hares

on the island as a whole.

Welcoming the ban, Mary

Friel of the League Against

Cruel Sports Northern Ireland

said: "The League is delighted

that the Northern Ireland

Assembly has finally and per-

manently banned the barbaric

sport of hare coursing. This

historic decision is a huge step

forward in eradicating cruel

blood sports and we look for-

ward to the Assembly making

more improvements to animal

welfare such as banning the

use of snares."

ICABS congratulates all the

campaigners and politicians in

Northern Ireland who helped

achieve this historic ban. May it

not be long before the whole of

Ireland can celebrate an end to

coursing and permanent pro-

tection for the hare.

ICABS IS calling on Sinn

Fein to reverse its pro-cours-

ing stance and stop defend-

ing an activity that causes

suffering and death to the

Irish Hare.

On BBC Radio Ulster's

Talkback show on 3rd August,

Sinn Fein representative

Francie Molloy MLA tried to

defend the party's policy.

You can listen to the show at

www.tinyurl.com/sfcoursing

Previous to 2010, Sinn Fein

had an anti-coursing policy and

many within the party remain

anti-blood sports. 

Please join us in urging the

party to reinstate its previous

policy, in line with the majority

view that this cruel activity

should be outlawed.

Email: sfadmin@eircom.net

Tel: (01) 8726100 / 8726932

OR 02890 347350

Sinn Fein asked to change
its pro-coursing stance
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AN ICABS campaign video

has been shortlisted in the

2011 Better Together awards.

"Make hunting a thing of the

past" (tinyurl.com/huntingpast)

features contrasting footage of

foxes living undisturbed in

nature alongside scenes of fox-

hunting cruelty,

Thanks to all who helped us

secure over a thousand votes

and a number six shortlist posi-

tion out of 187 entries.

ICABS video
shortlisted



Coursing cruelty continues
with Deenihan's licence

ICABS HAS expressed dis-

appointment to Minister

Jimmy Deenihan following

his shameful renewal of a

coursing licence that is

resulting in suffering for

thousands of Irish hares.

The licence issued to the Irish

Coursing Club allows affiliated

clubs all around Ireland to cap-

ture hares from the wild for

another season of coursing

cruelty.

From August 12th, coursers

were free to net hares for use

as lures at coursing meets. 

There are around 70 coursing

clubs in the country and each

club requires approximately

100 hares for their 2- or 3-day

meetings which take place

from October to February. 

As in the past, pregnant and

nursing hares may end up in

the nets, leaving vulnerable

young behind in the wild.

"The coursing licences you

have approved will cause

immeasurable suffering to

thousands of Irish hares,"

ACTION ALERT

Contact Minister Jimmy
Deenihan now and urge
him to follow the example
of Northern Ireland and
permanently ban cours-
ing in the Republic.

Minister Jimmy Deenihan,

Department of Arts,

Heritage and the Gaeltacht

23 Kildare Street, Dublin 2

Email: ministersoffice

@tcs.gov.ie

Tel: (01) 631 3802. 

Fax: (01) 661 1201.

ICABS stated in an email to

Minister Deenihan. 

"Hares will suffer the fear and

stress of being captured from

the wild and running for their

lives in front of greyhounds.

Among the injuries likely,

thanks to these licences, are

broken bones, dislocated hips,

damaged toes and mashed

internal organs."

This latest licence comes as a

huge disappointment to the

majority who want blood sports

banned. The Irish Council

Against Blood Sports' cam-

paign will continue, however,

until the day coursing becomes

history.

We have renewed our appeal

to the government to follow the

example of our neighbours, UK

and Northern Ireland, and ban

this despicable animal abuse.

A copy of Minister Jimmy

Deenihan's licence can be

seen at www.tinyurl.com

/jdlicence

Hares like this are continuing to run for their lives,
thanks to a coursing licence from Jimmy Deenihan

6



7

DEFENDERS OF hare cours-

ing continue to assert that
the muzzling of greyhounds

has eliminated the kill, but

the annual monitoring

reports obtained by ICABS

under FOI say otherwise.

For example, in the last sea-

son, 2010/11, 2 hares died as a

result of being mauled by grey-

hounds, while another was put

down at a coursing meeting in

Donegal.

At Tradaree,  a total of 6 hares

died as a result of injuries,

while 1 was put down.

At Freshford, 6 hares were hit

by dogs, 3 injured and two died

from injuries.

At Wexford & District, 2 hares

died of injuries.

A vet's report on Liscannor

stated that 3 hares were

injured, 2 euthanised and 9

hares "sick or otherwise unfit"

after coursing.

At Doon, 7 hares were pinned,

4 injured, 2 of which were put

down.

At Tubbercurry, 2 hares were

injured, 2 "sick or otherwise

unfit after coursing", according

to a vet's report, with one hare

"injured in box before release

and died".

At Borrisoleigh, 1 hare was

put down at the request of a

National Parks ranger as it had

a broken leg, while a veterinary

report for the same meeting

noted that 6 hares were "unfit"

for coursing over the two days.

At Galbally, a ranger stated

that "1 hare did not look well

before coursing started and was

euthanised."

At Mitchelstown, 6 hares were

hit by dogs, 1 put down and 1

found dead in box during

release. The vet's report stated

that 8 hares were "sick or other-

wise unfit" after coursing.

At Loughrea, 2 hares were

injured and put down, while

another died "in transit to Mayo".

At Glanworth, a vet report stat-

ed that 4 hares were injured dur-

ing coursing and 5 hares were

"sick or otherwise unfit" after-

wards.

At Ennis, 3 hares were hit by

dogs, 1 injured and put down,

and  another died from injuries.

At Thurles, 8 hares were hit by

dogs, 2 died "overnight" and at

Ballyheigue, 3 hares were hit, 1

injured and put down. 

Disturbingly, at a coursing

meeting in Westmeath, the

ranger was concerned that two

hares, which were mauled by

the dogs and placed in a box,

were not receiving veterinary

attention. She drew the atten-

tion of a coursing official to this

after the vet had left the event,

and was told that he was

"going to bring them up to the

vet's surgery". 

The ranger decided to follow

the official to the vet's surgery,

whereupon the vet came out to

look at the hares. 

According to the ranger, the

vet checked the hares' tag

numbers and said he thought

they seemed fine, although the

hares remained in the box dur-

ing the examination. 

The vet kept the hares and

said he would release them

later if they were all right. The

following day, the ranger was

told that the vet had released

the two hares, and would send

on a report, which the ranger

never received.

The next day, during the

release of hares, the ranger

saw a hare limp away, carrying

its front left foot. 

COURSING'S CRUELTY
CATALOGUE 2010/11



Carlow men
convicted

of trapping
wild birds

TWO MEN were convicted

of offences under the

Wildlife Act 1976 (as

amended) at Carlow District

Court after they pleaded

guilty to illegally trapping

protected wild birds. 

Paul Kelly and Martin

Lannigan, both with address-

es at Crossmeen, Graigue-

cullen, County Carlow were

fined Eur500 each.

The case resulted from a

raid on a property owned by

Mr Lannigan on the 3rd

February 2010. Gardai con-

ducted a search under war-

rant and were assisted by

members of the ISPCA

Inspectorate.

In excess of 30 protected

wild birds were discovered in

captivity with some being

employed as live lures in cage

traps. 

Any birds which it was sus-

pected were wild were initially

seized but were set free the

following day when a court

order authorising their release

was obtained.

ISPCA Chief Inspector

Conor Dowling who attended

the scene commented: "It

appeared to me that the birds

were distressed and some

had caused damage to their

wings and faces from trying to

escape through wire and

bars."

Source: www.ispca.ie
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MAKE FOXHUNTING A
THING OF THE PAST

Watch the video now at tinyurl.com/huntingpast

Latest campaign video calls for hunt ban

OUR LATEST campaign

video asks you to help make

foxhunting a thing of the

past by joining our anti-hunt

campaign. 

Foxhunting involves many

acts of cruelty, beginning with

the killing of defenceless fox-

cubs at the start of the season. 

New hounds are brought to

earths, goaded into attacking

the young foxes and intro-

duced to the taste of fox blood.

In the months that follow,

countless foxes will be chased

to exhaustion across the coun-

tryside. When caught, they are

knocked off their feet and bru-

tally bitten and torn apart by the

pack of hounds. Foxes that

succeed in finding temporary

refuge underground are dug

out with spades and killed.

A ban on foxhunting is long

overdue. Help make history for

Irish foxes - support our cam-

paign and help us secure a ban

on this horrific activity.

ACTION ALERT

Please join us in appeal-

ing to the Minister for

Agriculture, Simon Cove-

ney, to amend the Protect

ion of Animals Act so that

foxes and all wild crea-

tures are protected from

unnecessary cruelty.

Minister Simon Coveney

Department of Agriculture

Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

Email: minister

@agriculture.gov.ie

Tel: 01-607 2000 / 1890-

200510. Fax: 01-661 1013.

If you are a landowner, you

can play a big part in pro-

tecting wildlife. Simply

make your land off-limits to

hunters. Please click on

"Farmers" at banblood-

sports.com where you will

find advice as well as a set

of downloadable "No

Hunting" posters to display.



Former ICABS vice-chairman
is Ireland's ninth President

THE IRISH Council Against

Blood Sports congratulates

Michael D Higgins who has

become the 9th President of

Ireland. President Higgins is

a former vice-chairperson of

ICABS.

During the presidential cam-

paign, his team issued a state-

ment to remind voters that

"Michael D Higgins has a long

track record of commitment to

the campaign against blood-

sports."

As far back as 1975, the then

Senator Higgins was endeav-

ouring to have coursing out-

lawed. 

During a Seanad debate he

condemned coursing as a

"barbaric practice" and said

that it was "a terrible reflection"

on fellow Senators who

expressed support for the

blood sport.

More recently, when the

Labour Party controversially

opposed the Wildlife

(Amendment) Bill 2010 which

succeeded in banning carted

deer hunting, Michael D

Higgins absented himself from

the final vote.

Despite the party's stance,

Deputy Higgins stated that "it

is absolutely outrageous to

suggest that I and any mem-

ber of the Labour Party are in

favour of cruelty to animals or

bloodsports."

ICABS is delighted that the

new President is anti-blood-

sports. We wish him well in his

Presidency.

The President of Ireland, and a former Irish Council Against
Blood Sports vice-chairman, Michael D Higgins

HOTEL'S SPECIAL COURSING RATE
LIMERICK’S SAVOY Hotel

has been criticised for

advertising in the booklet for

the National Coursing Finals

in Clonmel in February. 

The advert showed a photo

of a coursing greyhound along

with the offer of a "Special

Rate for Irish Cup Meeting".

In an email to manager

Ronan Branigan, ICABS

expressed dismay that the

hotel was offering discounts to

those involved in cruelty.

"Coursing is an extremely

cruel activity which results in

stress, injury and death to

hares," we stated. "We are

calling on the Savoy Hotel to

please show compassion for

the Irish hares and no longer

advertise in coursing booklets

or give special offers to cours-

ers."

We drew to Mr Branigan's

attention photos from this

year's Irish Cup coursing

meeting showing hares being

terrorised by greyhounds.
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Death of devoted animal
campaigner, Anne Fitzgerald

Death of ICABS founding
member, Dick Power

IN MARCH, the Irish Council

Against Blood Sports sadly

lost one of our most ardent

advocates - Dick Power of

Boherlode House, Bally-

neety, County Limerick. 

Despite his illness, Dick

remained active in the cam-

paign up to shortly before his

death on March 22. He is

greatly missed by all of us.

Dick was a farmer, who had a

great love and respect for

wildlife. He abhorred cruelty,

thus prompting him along with

others to found the Irish

Council Against Blood Sports in

1966. 

For the next 45 years, Dick

was a constant in the cam-

paign to outlaw hunting wild

animals with dogs, his wonder-

fully penned letters appearing

regularly in the national and

local newspapers.

He routinely fed foxes on his

farm, and they would be wait-

ing for him to turn up in the

evenings for their snack, he

often told us.

Dick was a highly intelligent

and very well read man, with

an encyclopedic knowledge of

things agricultural, nature, his-

tory and much more, and we all

benefitted from his vast store of

information and wise counsel.

He had an amazing memory

and could detail long past

events with the greatest of

accuracy.

Dick was also a deeply spiri-

tual man with great devotion to

his faith, which he truly lived

every day. He was also a very

caring man, devoted to his lov-

ing family.

ICABS has offered our deep-

est sympathy to his sons,

Martin and Pat, daughters

Mary and Cora, his grandson,

sister, brother-in-law, sister-in-

law, extended family, neigh-

bours and friends.

Suaimhneas Siorri da Anam

dilis.

ICABS founding member, Dick Power - 1927-2011

ICABS WAS saddened to
learn of the untimely death of
Anne Fitzgerald, a deeply
compassionate and caring
individual who was devoted to
animal rescue and protection. 

Anne, who worked with the

Cork Animal Care Society, will

be sadly missed by all those

who knew and loved her.

Her selfless care and devotion

to animals was legendary, and

her death will leave a huge void

in the animal welfare and activist

community.

Anne was a great campaigner

on all animal welfare issues, and

attended many anti-blood sports

protests. In October 2010, she

travelled all the way from Cork

to Edenderry in Co Offaly to take

part in an ICABS/ARAN protest

against coursing. She was truly

committed to making the world a

better place for animals.

Our deepest sympathy goes

out to her loving family and

friends at this very sad time.

Ni bheidh a leitheid aris ann. Ar

dheis De go raibh a anam dilis.
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Brian May pays tribute to Dick
Power - an "amazing man"

Dick was "a man of great compassion"

ANTI-BLOOD sports rock

legend, Brian May, has paid

tribute to ICABS founding

member, Richard (Dick)

Power, who sadly passed

away in March. 

"I'd like to pay tribute to this

amazing man, whose courage

and humanity shines out like a

beacon, proving that the coun-

tryside does not have to be

cruel," the Queen guitarist

wrote in his blog.

Next to a photo of Dick, Brian

stated: "I love looking at this

man's face, in the picture, and

wish so much I had met him.

You look into his eyes, as I

have looked into the eyes of so

many farmers now, and coun-

try people, and you wonder

how his mind works.

"He could be just another

man who was content to carry

on just as his forbears did, and

his neighbours, and turn a blind

eye to things that 'didn't seem

quite right'. But he listened to

his own feelings about what is

right, and what isn't, and had

the courage to speak up

against what he knew was cruel

and unacceptable behaviour.

I hope the Farming newspa-

pers publish an article on

Richard Power - if only to alert

the good farmers out there to

the fact that they CAN have the

courage to stand up against tra-

dition. But also to give credit

due to this great human being.

"Long may his voice be heard.

RIP Richard Power."

ICABS has thanked Brian

May for his kind tribute to Dick.

Queen guitarist, Brian May

AN APPRECIATION of Dick

Power by Philip Lynch of

Farmers Against Foxhunting

and Trespass

My late friend Dick Power of

Ballyneety, Co Limerick, was a

man who abhorred acts of cru-

elty to animals and to farmers.

He wrote many an enlightened

article in the national and local

papers, appealing for legislation

to end the tearing apart of

defenceless animals in the

name of sport.

Being a farmer of ability him-

self, he was always concerned

with the hardship inflicted by the

fox hunting trespassers on his

fellow farmers, also in the name

of sport.

These vandals trampled and

broke these protective fences

and destroyed the life-giving

crops, in addition to terrorising

and often cruelly killing live-

stock.

Dick was an exemplary

Christian who strove to love his

neighbour as Christ directed

him. He hungered and thirsted

for justice, as urged by the

Gospel, in his case, for farmers

who had suffered so much

injustice and loss as a result of

fox hunting.

Dick was a man of great com-

passion who appreciated the

wonders of our multi-faceted

landscapes and the abundant

wildlife that forms an essential

part of God's wonderful cre-

ation...

He wished to see as his lega-

cy an end to wanton cruelty to

either man or beast.

He failed to see why drag

hunting could not satisfy the fox

hunters and offer them as much

fun and recreation.

This alternative, he believed,

would demonstrate greater

respect for the farmer, his prop-

erty, his livestock and his liveli-

hood...in the true spirit of

Christian tolerance.

May the sod of Ballyneety that

he cultivated lie soft upon his

earthy frame and may the lord

welcome him with these words.

"Well done, thou good and

faithful servant...welcome to the

place prepared for you." 

May he rest in peace.

His admirer and friend,

Philip P Lynch, Chairman,

Farmers Against Foxhunting

And Trespass
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DICK POWER’S determina-

tion to end cruelty was

recalled in an Irish Times

obituary on April 9th. The

following are a selection of

extracts...

Richard Power who has died

aged 84, was the last surviv-

ing founder member of the

Irish Council Against Blood

Sports.

With like-minded people

such as comedienne Maureen

Potter and actors John

Cowley and Desmond Perry,

he founded the organisation in

1966, remaining an active

member until his death.

In the run-up to last year’s

Dail debate on stag hunting,

he reminded campaigners

and TDs alike that St Eustace

had been an avid stag hunter

prior to his conversion to

Christianity, after which the

future saint renounced both

the persecution of Christians

and the hunting of stags.

A story he enjoyed recount-

ing was of how St Patrick res-

cued a fawn from a deer hunt

in the sixth century.

Born in Monaleen, Castle-

troy, Co Limerick, in 1927, he

was the son of Patrick Power

and his wife Nora (nee

Noonan).

Educated locally and by the

Jesuits at the Crescent (now

Mungret) College, from 1955

he farmed at Boherlode,

Ballyneety, Co Limerick.

He attended his first cours-

ing meeting when he was

nine. He recalled that he

always felt there was some-

thing “wrong or inappropriate”

about these events, but kept

his reservations to himself.

One incident that remained

fixed in his mind was hearing

a coursing club official advis-

ing a dispatcher to turn his

back to the crowd while finish-

ing off a dying hare, in order

not to give the sport a bad rep-

utation.

His wife was from a hunting

background, and he accom-

panied her to a number of

hunt meets in the mid-1950s.

One afternoon he observed a

hunt in full flight from a van-

tage point on a hill close to the

family farm. 

He saw the fox run outside

the farm boundary, making a

speedy U-turn in a bid to

elude the pursuing pack of

hounds.

But the exhausted creature

slowed down and the dogs

caught up with it, tearing it to

pieces. 

What disturbed him about

the incident was that the par-

ticular fox had been released

from a sack for the hunt – a

“bagman”, in hunting jargon.

And he was equally disturbed

by the practice of hunt follow-

ers smearing the fox’s blood

on their faces.

In the 1950s, however, tradi-

tion held sway to the extent

that few people in Ireland

were prepared to speak out

against blood sports. And it

was a tradition that enjoyed

some clerical backing.

An encounter with a “dog-

collared” huntsman prompted

him to study church history.

Subsequently, in magazine

articles, and in correspon-

dence with newspapers, he

drew attention to early synods

and councils of the Christian

church that denounced animal

cruelty.

He emphasised that while

God gave dominion of his

creatures to man, man’s dom-

inance over them is not

absolute; the integrity of cre-

ation had to be respected.

It was his belief that blood

sports enthusiasts reject drag

hunting as an alternative to

hunting live quarry because it

fails to “satisfy the desire to

punish a fellow creature, the

desire to put death in the

place of life”.

Deeply religious, he attend-

ed the Tridentine Mass at St

Patrick’s Church in Limerick

every Sunday, and was a

devoted member of the Third

Order of St Dominic (Lay

Dominicans).

Predeceased by his wife

Carmel (nee Conway) in

2001, he is survived by his

sons Martin and Pat and

daughters Mary and Cora.

Richard Power: born 1927;

died March 22nd, 2011

You can read the entire Irish

Times obituary at www.tinyurl.

com/dpobituary

A farmer and campaigner:
Dick Power's life recalled
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ASK ALLIANZ TO CANCEL
HUNTING INSURANCE

The moment an Irish fox is viciously attacked and torn
apart by a pack of foxhounds at the end of a hunt

ACTION ALERT

ALLIANZ IRELAND is being

asked by ICABS to end its

insurance for hunters. "By

providing cover to those

involved in foxhunting and

hare hunting, your company

is facilitating the continua-

tion of these cruel activi-

ties," we stated.

In a letter to Allianz CEO,

Brendan Murphy, ICABS

expressed dismay at the com-

pany's connection to blood

sports.

According to the website of

Wexford Insurance: "in con-

junction with Allianz PLC we

are pleased to announce that

we can offer Hunt Liability

Insurance for HAI [Hunting

Association of Ireland] regis-

tered Hunts. 

"This is a tailor made policy

providing the widest cover

available to all members of the

IMFHA [Irish Masters of

Foxhounds Association] &

IMHA [Irish Masters of Harriers

Association] and automatically

includes cover for Hunt Balls,

Terrier, Hound and Puppy

Shows. Extensions are avail-

able for Point to Points,

Charity Rides & Hunter Trials."

Allianz has been told about

the suffering caused to Irish

wildlife by hunters and the fact

that most people want such

cruelty outlawed.

"It is extremely disappointing

that a modern insurance com-

pany like Allianz would tarnish

its image by associating with

those involved in some of

Ireland's worst acts of cruelty

to animals," we added.

"Please show compassion for

the creatures that suffer and

die in hunting and immediately

scrap this cover."

In a renewed appeal to

Allianz, we asked how they

can expect animal lovers to

take out pet insurance with the

company when Allianz is

involved in insuring those

involved in horrendous animal

cruelty.

Providing cover to foxhunting

and hare hunting activities is

very likely to alienate the

majority of people in Ireland

who abhor these activities and

respect animals, we added.

ICABS hopes that Allianz will

urgently act to disassociate

the company from hunting and

scrap this insurance cover. 

Urge Allianz to disassoci-

ate from bloodsports and

scrap its hunt insurance.

If Allianz’s association

with hunters would make

you choose an alternative

company, make this clear.

Brendan Murphy

CEO Allianz Ireland

Allianz House, Elmpark,

Merrion Road, Dublin 4

Email: info@allianzdirect.ie

Tel: +353 (0)1 613 3000

Fax: +353 (0)1 613 4444

Allianz Head Office

KoniginstraBe 28

D-80802 Munchen

Germany

Email: info@allianz.com

Tel: +49.89.3800-0

Fax: +49.89.3800-3425
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DUNBOYNE Athletics Club
ignored appeals to cancel a
pig race which went ahead as
part of its sports day in
September. 

The club has been told that

the pigs used are likely to suffer

stress as a result.

GREYHOUND welfare group,

Grey2K USA, is calling on

the Irish Government to

refuse to give cash from the

EU-IMF bail-out fund to the

greyhound industry.

"We have recently learned

that the Irish Government may

use money received from an

international rescue package

to subsidise dog racing and

also to explore an expansion of

the Irish industry into China,"

the group says in a statement.

"This outrageous use of public

funds must be stopped."

In 2009, Bord na gCon

received Eur 13.6 million in

government subsidies. Last

year, it received Eur 11 million.

It is now seeking another Eur

15 million.

For more information, see

www.tinyurl.com/bailoutfunds

Pig racing has been con-

demned by the ISPCA who

have stated that "the animals

will be exposed to large crowds

of people cheering them on in

an unsuitable environment for

farm animals."

An RSPCA scientific adviser

on farm animals is on record as

saying that the transportation of

pigs to and from races is likely

to cause stress to the animals.

"Pigs are highly social animals

and separation from their

groups causes stress," he stat-

ed. "Potentially, any animal

transportation causes prob-

lems."

Complaints to
athletics club
over pig race

CORK TD TOLD THAT
COURSING IS CRUEL

BORD NA gCON
SEEKING BAIL-

OUT FUNDS

ACTION ALERT

Please urge Dunboyne
Athletics Club to drop pig
racing from future sports
day events and replace it
with human races.

Email: dunboyneac

@eircom.net
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FIANNA FAIL TD, Michael

Moynihan has claimed that

coursers are "decent and

honourable people".

Deputy Moynihan's ridiculous

comments were made during a

Dail debate on the Welfare of

Greyhounds Bill 2011 on 30

June.

"Those involved in the indus-

try and coursing clubs are gen-

uine, decent and honourable

people, providing employment

and entertainment and main-

taining animal welfare stan-

dards second to none," he

claimed.

ICABS has told the Cork

North West TD that there is no

decency or honour in  forcing a

timid creature to run for its life

in front of greyhounds. 

"Praising coursers for their

animal welfare standards is

laughable," we added.

"Coursing subjects hares to

stress, injury and death. Among

the injuries hares suffer are

broken legs and dislocated

hips."

ACTION ALERT

Please contact pro-blood

sports TD, Michael

Moynihan, and tell him

that those involved in

hare coursing are cruel

and heartless. Urge him

to stop defending their

deplorable activity.

Michael Moynihan, TD

Dail Eireann, Dublin 2

Email: michael.moynihan.td

@oireachtas.ie

CC: micheal.martin

@oireachtas.ie

LoCall 1890 337889

Ext.3595

Fax: 01 6184612

Please send a copy of

your correspondence to

Fianna Fail leader,

Micheal Martin, TD

Email: micheal.martin

@oireachtas.ie

Tel: 021-432 00 88

(Constituency Office)

Tel: 01-618 3000 (Dail)
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MOBILE operator, Three, has

teamed up with pro-hunting

group, Countryside Alliance,

for a project aimed at getting

people online in England.

The Countryside Alliance,

previously known as the British

Field Sports Society has

defended not only foxhunting

but also cruel activities such as

hare coursing and terrier work.

It is campaigning for a repeal of

the Hunting Act which brought

foxhunting to an end in

England and Wales.

A spokesperson for the

Countryside Alliance is on

record as saying "we will

always have field sports [i.e.

blood sports] at our core."

Call on 3 to disassociate
from pro-hunting group

TDs DEFEND COURSERS

ACTION ALERT

Please join us in com-
plaining to Three about
their association with a
pro-bloodsports group.

Hugh Davies

Director of Corporate

Affairs, Hutchison 3G UK

PO Box 333

Glasgow G2 9AG

Email 3 UK:

Hugh.Davies@three.co.uk

Tel from UK: 333 

(free from a 3 mobile) or 

0843 373 3333

Tel from Ireland:

Freephone 1913 or 

083 333 3333

FIANNA FAIL Senator, Averil

Power, has been thanked by

ICABS for joining calls for an

end to hare coursing. 

The Dublin North East politi-

cian was among those urging

Minister Jimmy Deenihan to

refuse a coursing licence.

Despite appeals from com-

passionate TDs, Senators and

citizens around Ireland, howev-

er, the Minister for Arts issued

the licence.

End coursing: 
FF Senator

Homeless hero 
is honoured

Dublin Senator, Averil Power

DURING A Dail debate on the

Welfare of Greyhounds Bill

2011 on 30 June 2011, ICABS

was disgusted to note that a

number of TDs shamelessly

defended the cruelty that is

coursing and those involved

in the bloodsport. Please

send a complaint to each.

"Those involved in the industry

and coursing clubs are genuine,

decent and honourable people,

providing employment and

entertainment and maintaining

animal welfare standards sec-

ond to none." Michael Moynihan

TD, Cork North-West, Fianna

Fail Email: michael.moynihan.td

@oireachtas.ie

"I acknowledge the contribu-

tion made by the vast majority of

those involved in greyhound

racing and coursing to the sport-

ing and cultural landscape in

Ireland, and in rural Ireland in

particular, and to the welfare of

dogs." Sandra McLellan TD,

Cork East, Sinn Fein. Email:

Sandra.McLellan@oireachtas

.ie

"Hopefully, the Minister will be

able to find Eur1 million or so for

the track in Clonmel. It is very

important. Coursing is a huge

industry and is worth Eur6 mil-

lion or Eur7 million to South

Tipperary. The Clonmel event is

known throughout Europe. 

"I have been there many

times. There is none of the sav-

agery that is often spoken

about." Mattie McGrath TD,

Tipperary South, Fianna Fail

Tel: 052 6129155 or 086

8184307

Read the full debate at

tinyurl.com/daildebate0630

ANIMAL RIGHTS Action

Network presented an award

to homeless hero John Byrne

who hit the headlines in July

after bravely jumping into the

Liffey to rescue his rabbit.

"Ever since the Evening

Herald wrote about what hap-

pened, myself and Barney [the

rabbit] have been getting so

much support," Mr Byrne, 38,

said. "But to be given an award

is unbelievable. It's nice to

know that despite living on the

street, people still care and

want to do a nice thing for me."
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UNITED PRESS International

has reported that Japan is

planning to resume whaling

in the Antarctic. 

In an email to the Japanese

Ambassador to Ireland, ICABS

called for Japan to show com-

passion for the whales and

immediately scrap plans for

any further whaling activities. 

Please register your opposi-

tion to this barbaric assault on

one of the planet's most spec-

tacular creatures.

Urgently contact:

Ambassador Chihiro Atsumi,

The Embassy of Japan in

Ireland, Nutley Building,

Merrion Centre,Nutley Lane,

Dublin 4

Email: cultural@embjp.ie

Complain to Japanese
Ambassador about
Antarctic whaling

Students union urged
to end live fish eating

PLEASE JOIN us in calling

on the National College of

Ireland’s Students’ Union to

stop the cruel eating of live

fish. 

It was revealed on RTE's

Liveline show in October that

students swallowed live gold-

fish as part of a sickening "Iron

Stomach" event.

The National College of

Ireland, who stressed that the

event was organised by the

Students' Union ("an entirely

certainly be launching a full

investigation.

* The college itself does not

and would not condone any-

thing that involved the eating of

a live animal and would certain-

ly have stepped in to prevent

the event from taking place. 

"NCI now calls on The Union

of Students in Ireland to open a

national dialogue with their

members about what is appro-

priate for events organised by

Students' Unions on all third

ACTION ALERT

Please urge the NCI

Students Union to act to

stop events involving cru-

elty and killing.

Peter McDonnell

Students Union President

Email: president@ncisu.ie

Please send a copy of your

letter to the Students Union

of Ireland (press@usi.ie)

and ask them to convey to

students unions around

Ireland that animal cruelty is

unacceptable.

autonomous organisation run

completely independently to

the college") said that:

* National College of Ireland

has not and never would hold a

competition for eating live gold-

fish or any of the other items

that were reported to be

involved.

* We take this very, very seri-

ously from both an animal wel-

fare and a student welfare per-

spective and had we been noti-

fied, the matter would have

been thoroughly investigated

under the college's disciplinary

procedures. Now that it's been

brought to our attention we will

level campuses," the statement

added.

ICABS is disgusted to learn of

this event which we believe

breaches the Protection of

Animals Act. 

In an email to the students

union, we stated that such cru-

elty reflects poorly on the

National College of Ireland stu-

dents union. 

"We urge you to investigate

this, take appropriate action

and move to reassure people

that events involving cruelty

and killing will not form part of

future Students Union events,"

we stated.
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Foxhunt refused planning
permission for kennels

THE IRISH Examiner has

reported that the South

Union foxhunt "has been

denied planning permission

for kennels after Bord

Pleanala upheld an objection

by the Brothers of Charity".

The May 2011 report outlined

that the Brothers of Charity

objected to the development

because of concerns that bark-

ing dogs would disturb the chil-

dren in its nearby residential

centre and that it would lead to

increases in traffic on a narrow

country road.

In their objection, the Brothers

of Charity wrote: "Welfare and

care of the children in the com-

munity house takes prece-

dence and priority over animals

housed for the recreational

enjoyment of others."

Bord Pleanala also consid-

ered submissions from individ-

IT HAS BEEN brought to our

attention that in March 2009,

Labour TD, Pat Rabbitte,

asked the then Environment

Minster if he would grant a

licence to permit the use of

glue traps.

ICABS has expressed disap-

pointment to Deputy Rabbitte,

currently the Communications

Minister. We told him that glue

traps are one of the most cruel

and inhumane traps and that

they are illegal in Ireland.

"Animals caught in glue traps

have been known to bite off

their own limbs in a bid to

escape," we stated. "When their

faces get stuck in the glue, they

suffocate. Animals also die of

starvation in these traps.

Victims include rodents, birds,

frogs, squirrels and other small

mammals."

Join us in our appeal to Pat

Rabbitte to refrain from making

any further licence requests.

Email: minister.rabbitte@dcenr.

gov.ie Tel: 01 678 2000

In the grip of fear: This terrified fox was dug out of the
ground during a South Union hunt and thrown to hounds

Labour's Pat Rabbitte sought
licences for cruel glue traps

uals who expressed concern

about the possibility of dogs

escaping or causing distress to

sheep.

The Board's move followed an

earlier decision by Cork County

Council to grant permission for

the kennels to be built.

Horrific footage from a South

Union hunt is featured in our

"Ban Foxhunting" campaign

video. Scenes of a fox being

dug out of the ground with a

terrier biting into its scalp have

disgusted tens of thousands on

Youtube.
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A NEW ICABS campaign

video entitled "How to elimi-

nate the hare from coursing"

shows drag coursing in

action.

Drag coursing, in which dogs

enthusiastically chase a plastic

lure, eliminates the suffering

associated with hare coursing.

You can watch this video on

our Youtube drag coursing

playlist at www.tinyurl.com/

dragcoursing

ELIMINATING
HARES FROM

COURSING



Sharon backs
spay/neuter
campaign

RTE NEWS anchor Sharon Ni
Bheolain is backing a cam -
paign to neuter dogs
because of the large num -
bers of unwanted pet s put
down every year .

Last year there was a "shock-
ing destruction of 5,296
unwanted dogs", a report in the
Irish Independent reveals.

However, this figure was an
"improvement" on the year
before when almost a third
more dogs were put down.

Speaking at the launch of
Spay Ireland 2011, Sharon
observed that "one in three
dogs who go through the
pound system will not make it
out alive."

Ireland remains one of the
worst offenders in Europe
when it comes to disposing of
unwanted pets.

Please visit your local pound
or animal shelter to save some
of the doomed creatures.

Clare Daly, TD "pushing for
outright ban" on coursing

SOCIALIST PARTY TD, Clare
Daly, has said that she is
"pushing for an outright
ban" on hare coursing and
urging Minister Jimmy
Deenihan to stop issuing
licences for the blood sport.

During a Dail debate on the
Welfare of Greyhounds Bill
2011, Deputy Daly said that
she "looks forward to the day
when coursing, fur farming, fox
hunting and all such activities
are banned".

Speaking about the treatment
of dogs in the greyhound
industry, she outlined that "a
large number of the 27 dogs
put down daily [in dog pounds]
are greyhounds which breed-
ers do not want because they
do not make the grade."

"There have been shocking
and repeated cases of vicious
mutilations being carried out,
the most popular method being
the removal of dogs' ears to
avoid identification before
being abandoned," she stated.

"This practice has been carried
out using battery acid, blow
torches and other means as
people try to avoid the identifi-
cation of the dog. In other
cases, dogs have had their
throats cut or have been
dumped in rivers having had
weights tied to them."

A big thank you to Deputy
Daly for all her efforts in help-
ing to bring animal cruelty to an
end in Ireland.

Clare Daly , TD: Working to
secure ban on coursing

Protest against coursing in Clonmel
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Last February , ICABS joined with Animal Right s Action Network for the annual protest
against hare coursing out side the national finals at Powerstown Park, Clonmel. Thank you

to everyone who attended. W e look forward to seeing you at the next protest in 2012.


