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THE IRISH Council Against
Blood S ports roundly con -
demns the decision made by
Environment Minister John
Gormley to grant yet another
licence to capture hares from
the wild for use as live lures
for greyhounds in the cruel
and primitive "sport" of hare
coursing.

We are astounded that a
"GREEN" Minister would issue
such a licence, not only because
of the inherent animal cruelty but
also due to the fact that hares in
the wild are in decline. Last year
Minister Gormley himself issued
a report on the Status of EU
Protected Habitats and Species
in Ireland, which rated the con-
servation status of the Irish hare
as "POOR" with reasons given
as loss of habitat, increased
urbanisation and hunting.

This decline continues, as a
recent survey published in
Northern Ireland shows, and in
response to that decline all hare
hunting across the border has
been suspended for the last five
years, with Edwin Poots, NI
Environment Minister extending
that protection for yet another
year in September.

It is absolutely incredible that
while our Northern Ireland neigh-
bours are taking measures to
protect the hare population, our
"GREEN" Minister is recklessly
allowing the exploitation of our
vulnerable hares by coursers
and other assorted hare hunters.

He should have acted in con-
cert with our close neighbours to

Minister Gormley: Ignored
appeals to protect hares

protect the hare as part of an All-
Ireland plan, and placed a tem-
porary ban as they have done.

By issuing this licence, Minister
John Gormley has disregarded
the issue of cruelty. Every cours-
ing season, hares are injured
and killed by greyhounds at
coursing meetings and last year
was no exception, as reports
obtained by ICABS under FOI
revealed.

For example, at Enniscorthy - 7
hares were mauled by dogs, with
six dying of their injuries;
Ballyheighue, Co. Kerry - 6 hares
hit and 4 killed; Gorey -11 hares
hit, 7 injured and 5 put down
because of injuries; Doon - 11
hares hit, 4 died from injuries,
and so the catalogue of cruelty
continues, year on year, as we
approach 2010 in a so-called
civilised country!

Please express your disap -
pointment at John Gormley's
decision to licence another
season of coursing cruelty

Email: minister@environ.ie
with a copy to info@green
party.ie. Tel: 01-8882403. Fax:
01-8788640. Alternatively , send
the sample letter below to
Minister John Gormley , Dept of
the Environment, Custom
House, Dublin 1, Ireland.

Dear Minister Gormley,

| am extremely disappointed at
your granting of a licence to the
Irish Coursing Club for a cruel
activity which the majority of Irish
people want outlawed.

Facilitating a blood sport in this
way is counter to the Irish Green
Party's stated opposition to the
exploitation of animals. It is also
totally at odds with Section 7 of
the Irish Green Party's Animal
Welfare Policy which was passed
by your National Council in 2005

Based on conservation
grounds, you had very good rea-
sons to refuse this licence.

I do not accept your assertion
that "there is no current evidence
that coursing has a significant
effect on hare populations".
Coursing is responsible for mas-
sive interference with the species
(including disturbance of preg-
nant hares, nursing mothers and
leverets) and depletes vulnerable
population pockets which cumu-
latively can lead to extinction.

Yours sincerely,
[Name and location]



John Gormley ignhore
appeal from RSPCA

GREEN PARTY leader John
Gormley ignored an appeal

from an RSPCA Vice-President
to stop licensing hare cours -
ing.

In a 14 September letter, Dr
Caroline Lucas - who is also a
Green Party MEP for South East
England - urged Minister
Gormley to "carefully consider
the detrimental effect of hare
coursing with regard to conser-
vation and animal cruelty".

Dr Lucas condemned the use
of hares in the activity, saying
that "a practice which relies on
large numbers of hares being
captured, many of them pregnant
and forced to give birth in captiv-
ity, to then be pursued by dogs,
possibly pummelled to the
ground or to die on release back
into the wild cannot possibly be
classed as a sport."

Dr Caroline Lucas: Joined
appeals to John Gormley

In a direct appeal to the Green
Party leader, she stated: "l would
urge you to do your utmost to
continue pressing for an end to
such blood sports in Ireland and,
in the meantime, to refuse to
renew any hare coursing
licences for this coming season."

John Gormley ignored this plea,

as well as countless others from
Ireland and around the world,
and issued a licence to the lIrish
Coursing Club for the 2009-10
season. The Irish Council
Against Blood Sports has strong-
ly criticised his decision.

We thank Dr Lucas for support-
ing our ongoing campaign
against this cruel activity. Please
see below for more about this
champion for animals.

About Caroline Lucas: A Vice-
President of the RSPCA, she is
widely respected as one of the
European Parliament's most
active animal welfare campaign-
ers. In 2007, she was voted
Politician of the Year by
Observer readers in their Ethical
Awards and in 2008 was judged
one of the Guardian's top "eco-
heroes". Find out more at:
www.carolinelucasmep.org.uk

PLEASE SIGN PETITIONS
FOR THE IRISH HARE

SHOW your support for pro -
tection for Irish animals from
the cruelty of blood sport  s.

Please add your name to our

online “Ban Blood Sports in
Ireland”  petition now  at
www.tinyurl.com/bbspetition

The petition calls on the Irish
Government to “urgently outlaw
hare coursing, fox hunting, cart-
ed deer hunting, mink hunting,
hare hunting and all forms of
hunting animals with hounds”.

Please also sign a petition call-
ing on the Environment Minister

in Northern Ireland to give per-
manent protection to hares.

The petition states: “Numbers
of hares have fallen to danger-
ously low levels. This vulnerable
species now exists as a frag-
mented population and is now
locally extinct in many areas.
Irish hares breed throughout the
year and any activity including
hunting, beagling and coursing
poses a real threat to local popu-
lations and the future of the
species as a whole.”

Sign now at www.tinyurl.com/
hareprotection

Mobile Action
Alert images

PLEASE download our "Help
the Hares" action alert image
on to your mobile phone and
forward to your friends by MMS
or email. Sending the image
will help bring this import ant
action alert to an even wider
audience.

If necessary, check with your
mobile phone operator for inter-
net access/MMS/email charges.

Download the image from:
www.tinyurl.com/helpthehares
Image dimensions: 240x320. File
Size: 34kb.

More action alert images soon.



Demand end to Gormle

carted deerhunt licence

PLEASE JOIN us in demand -
ing an end to Minister John
Gormley’ s licences for cruel
carted deer hunting. Send the
message below to the Minister
today and help stop this
appalling blood sport.

The Minister's contact details

are: Email: minister@environ.ie
Tel: 01-888 2403. Fax: 01-878
8640. Postal address: Dept of
the Environment, Custom
House, Dublin 1, Ireland.

"Dear Minister Gormley:

| am writing to urge you to
refuse a licence to the Ward
Union carted deerhunt. Licensing
this cruel blood sport, as you
have done for the past two sea-
sons, is counter to the Irish
Green Party's stated opposition
to the exploitation of animals and
fundamentally in breach of inter-
national Green Party principles
on activities involving animal cru-
elty.

It is also totally at odds with
Section 7 of the Irish Green
Party's Animal Welfare Policy
which was passed by your
National Council in 2005. This
states that 'when in government,
the Green Party will introduce
legislation to end blood sports'
and that 'the Party encourages
the alternatives of drag hunting
and drag coursing'.

Yours sincerely,
[Name and location]"

An exhausted and bleeding deer at the end of a W
carted hunt. Please support our camp

ard Union
aign against this cruelty

Watch our "Ban the W ard
Union Deerhunt" camp aign
video: www .tinyurl.com/

wardunion

PLEASE REPORT BREACHES
OF WILDLIFE LEGISLA TION

PLEASE GET in touch with the

National Parks and W ildlife
Service if you have informa -
tion on breaches of the W ildlife
Act 1976, the W ildlife
(Amendment) Act 2000 or the
EU Habitats and Birds
Directives.

Contact phone numbers for
NPWS offices around Ireland can
be viewed and downloaded at
www.scribd.com/doc/19770538

Please contact ICABS if you
require names/email addresses
for rangers in your area.

To read the full text of the
Wildlife Act and other pieces of
Irish animal-related legislation,
please click on Links at ban
bloodsports.com and scroll down
to the relevant section.

More information about the
NPWS at www.npws.ie/en



Gormley tying to secure

"abolition of coursinc

THE SUNDAY Independent has
reported that Green Party
leader and  Environment
Minister , John Gormley , may
be trying to secure an "eventu -
al abolition of hare coursing”
as part of discussions with
Fianna Fail over continued
support.

The newspaper outlined that
Minister Gormley's recent renew-
al of a coursing licence was done
"with a heavy heart" and that it is
believed that he may now be
endeavouring to secure a ban.

"Fianna Fail and the Greens
are negotiating a compromise
over Nama -- the largest, most
controversial fiscal outlay in the
history of the State,” the report
stated.

"The Sunday Independent has
learned that a large group of FF
back-benchers now believe that
one of the key prices Greens'

A hare tumbles while trying to
escape coursing greyhounds

leader John Gormley will attempt
to extract from Taoiseach Brian
Cowen for his party's continued
support is the eventual abolition
of hare coursing."

Please respond to our action
alert now and encourage
Minister Gormley to urgently do
the right thing for Irish hares.

Reward on offer to help

catch Cobh

The Irish Independent has
reported that pet owners in
Cobh, County Cork are offer -
ing a reward for information
which leads to the prosecution
of sick thugs who are torturing
and killing cat s in the area.
"The gang -- who are suspected
to be operating in the Cobh area
of Cork harbour -- are believed to
be responsible for a series of
gruesome attacks over recent
weeks on pets, particularly cats.
“In one case, a cat was crucified
and it is also suspected that cats

cat killers

have been savaged to death by
fighting dogs," Louise Hogan out-
lined in her July 14 2009 report.
"Evidence that cats are being
deliberated targeted came from a
number of felines who managed
to make it back to their owners
with fractured paws and legs --
indicating that an attempt had
been made to capture them."

Locals are being asked to
report any suspicious activity to
Gardai or to pass on relevant
information to catkillersinfo
@gmail.com

II?

ACTION ALERT



"Aideen Yourell, spokeswoman for
the Irish Council Against Blood
Sports, said there has been a five-
year ban on coursing in the North
because of declining numbers of
hares, but Mr Gormley had turned
a blind eye to the problem.” (Irish
Times, August 14, 2009)

"John Carmody, founder of
ARAN, said Mr Gormley had infuri-
ated many of his own party mem-
bers by issuing licences last year.
'He is flying directly in the face of
the membership of the Green
Party,” he said." (Irish Times,
August 14, 2009)

“In his response, Mr Hanifin
asserts that [the Green Party]
remains committed to the abolition
of blood sports in Ireland and ‘will
continue to strive' to secure their
end. Clearly, a good place to start
would be to cease licensing these
barbaric practices.” (extract from
an email sent by an ICABS sup-
porter to Minister Gormley, Aug 09)

"After two years in Government
it's amazing that John Gormley
has not moved to have coursing
banned...If John Gormley rubber
stamps another coursing season |
hope he resigns as Green Party
leader, because his credibility as a
Green will be one below zero."
(Hewson, August 2009 - comment
on www.politics.ie)

"The Greens would have the sup-
port of rural Ireland if they dared
tackle animal cruelty and hunting."
Kensington, August 2009 (com-
ment on www.politics.ie)

"Hounds were put to the first
draw behind Reaghstown Chapel
and immediately had a strong fox
afoot to give a fast hunt which last-
ed some forty minutes." (Louth
Foxhounds hunt report 2008/2009
season - Countryside Alliance,
Emerald Newsletter, April 2009)

Protection until
2010 for Nhares

THE DEPARTMENT of the
Environment in  Northern
Ireland has announced a pro -
posal to continue giving full
protection to Irish Hares in the
North until at least August
2010.

ICABS has called on Minister
John Gormley to follow the
example of Minister Edwin Poots
and give similar protection to
hares in the Republic.

The full text of the statement
follows: Department Of The
Environment (Northern Ireland)

10 September 2009

Minister extends measures to
protect Irish Hare

Environment Minister Edwin
Poots, is proposing to renew the
temporary ban on the killing, tak-
ing, sale or purchase of Irish
Hares.

The proposal is to introduce a
special protection order under
the Game Preservation Act (NI)
1928, for the period 1 December

Fact sheet on
hares/rabbit s

HARES AND rabbits have an
import ant place in Ireland's
biodiversity .

Learn all about these fascinat-
ing mammals in a fact sheet by
Mike Rendle of the Irish Hare
Initiative.

Featuring lots of interesting
information, along with compar-
isons, photos and illustrations,
the fact sheet can be viewed and
downloaded from www.tinyurl.
com/haresrabbits

The Irish Hare: A very precious
species deserving of protection
2009 to 11 August 2010, which
includes the 'close season' for
hunting hares.

Recent results from the 2009
Northern lIreland Irish hare sur-
vey have shown that there are
approximately 27,400 hares in
Northern Ireland .

Speaking today the Minister
said: "The conservation mecha-
nisms that my Department has
put in place are bearing fruit and
the number of Irish Hares is
being sustained.

"However, until all data from the
surveys undertaken so far can be
analysed in 2010, | believe that
there is a need for continued
temporary protection. Therefore |
am proposing that a new Special
Protection Order should be
made."



The School of Comp assion - A Roman Catholic

Theology of Animals by Deborah M Jones

It begins by exploring the his-
tory of the Church's ideas about
animals. These were drawn
largely from significant readings
of Old and New Testament pas-
sages and inherited elements of
classical philosophies.

Themes emerge, such as the
renewal of creation in the apoc-
ryphal legends, in the Desert
Fathers and in Celtic monasti-
cism. The spirituality of St
Francis of Assisi, the legal sta-
tus of animals and liturgies of
the Eastern Catholic Churches
also shed light on Church think-
ing.

About the author: Deborah M
Jones is general secretary of
the international organisation
Catholic Concern for Animals
and a Fellow of the Oxford
Centre for Animal Ethics, with a
doctorate in animal theology.
She has also worked as editor
of the Catholic Herald, deputy
editor of Priests & People, as a
writer and lecturer, and adviser
for adult religious education.

Praise for The School of
Compassion: "The joy of this
book is that it helps Catholic
Christians to re-engage with the
issue of animals by utilising the
riches from within their own tra-

dition...And what Dr Deborah
Jones has discovered is a
remarkably more complex, infi-
nitely richer, and considerably
more animal-friendly Catholic
tradition than might be sup-
posed by the usual caricatures.
It is a deeply Catholic work, and
| pray that it strikes a deep
chord within the Catholic com-
munity here and overseas.”
(Reverend Professor Andrew
Linzey)

Order The School of
Compassion on Amazon
[www .tinyurl.com/schoolof
compassion] or by printing
the online form at
www .scribd.com/doc/
18593489

"Hounds had to be stopped there
as light was just beginning to fade
and there was a large number of
in-lamb ewes some distance
ahead...The excellence of the
breakfast had been more than
matched by the day's hunting,
hounds having run hard on the
last fox for some four miles with a
point of some two and a half
miles." (Killultagh, Old Rock and
Chichester Harriers hunt report
2008/2009 season. Countryside
Alliance, Emerald Newsletter -
April 2009)

"I'd support a ban on hare
coursing even if there was no
decline in numbers - simply to
piss off the weird freaks who get
a sick thrill from hunting down
and killing them." (From an anti-
coursing comment on politics.ie,
July 2009)

"We Are Against...exploitation of
animals." (Extract from the Irish
Green Party's profile on euro
peangreens.org)

"We support you 100% on this
[campaign against hare coursing
in Ireland]" (Rodney Hale,
Chairman, Hare Preservation
Trust  www.hare-preservation
trust.co.uk - 20 August 2009)

"Minister John Gormley - You've
Got Blood on Your Hands" (From
an ARAN placard displayed at the
August 13th anti-coursing protest
outside the Department of the
Environment, Dublin.)

"When the Greens entered
Government some things were
expected of them and a focus on
the rights of animals to be pro-
tected from unnecessary cruelty
was one of them. They've failed
to deliver even on that simple
issue." (from a comment on
www.politics.ie August 2009)



IF THIS DISTURBING colouring
book illustration makes you

see red, please respond to our
action alert now!

The Irish Council Against Blood
Sports has called on Alligator
Books to remove "Bullfighter Tom"
from its Tom & Jerry Jumbo
Colouring Book.

In our letter to the London-based
publishers we described as “inap-
propriate” the inclusion of the
image.

“Trivialising this violence against
animals is distasteful and gives
youngsters the wrong impression
that bullfighters are fun, inoffen-
sive characters,” we stated.
“Bullfighting, as you may be
aware, is one of the world's worst
examples of animal cruelty. Bulls
are slowly tortured to death and
collapse into a pool of their own
blood at the end of this agonising

ordeal. It is opposed by millions
around the world, including a
majority in Spain.”

The portrayal of Tom as a bull-
fighter has been brought to the
attention of Warner Brothers.

ACTION ALERT

PLEASE SEND the follow -
ing message to the colour -
ing book’ s publishers,
Alligator Books.

"Please stop portraying Tom
and Jerry's Tom as a bullfight-
er in the Tom and Jerry Jumbo
Colouring Book. Trivialising
bullfighting in a children's
book is distasteful and offen-
sive."

Alligator Books Limited. Attn:

Andrew H Rabin, Publishing
Director, Gadd House,
Arcadia Avenue, London N3
2JU. Tel: 020 8371 6622.
Email from: www.alligator
books.co.uk/?page_id=7




COMRAINT OVER FF
COURSING COMME

IN A letter of complaint to
Fianna Fail's Head Office in
Dublin, ICABS has condemned
a pro-coursing comment from
Cork East TD, Ned O'Keeffe.

The politician openly expressed
support for the blood sport in the
Sunday Independent and said any
attempt by the Green Party to ban
it would be resisted.

“We find it incredible that any
politician would openly defend an
activity based on cruelty to ani-
mals,” ICABS stated in a letter to
Fianna Fail. “Hares forcefully net-
ted from our countryside suffer
fear, stress and injury. Those bat-
tered into the ground by grey-
hounds will sustain terrible internal
injuries, including broken bones.
Every coursing season, hare
injuries and deaths are recorded.”

“Coursing is widely opposed
across Ireland, including in Deputy
O'Keeffe's constituency,” we

This is the kind of sickening animal cruelty that Fianna
Fail politician, Ned O’Keeffe, is shamelessly defending.

added. “His defence of animal cru-
elty is shameful and unaccept-
able.”

ICABS has called on Fianna Fail
to act on the majority view in
Ireland that hare coursing, fox
hunting, mink hunting and carted
deer hunting are deplorable activi-
ties that should be urgently
banned.

Please display
ICABS widget s
and banners

HELP HIGHLIGHT our cam -
paigns against blood sport s.
Please place an ICABS link,
banner or widget on your web -
site today .

The current range of animated
banners and news feed widgets,
along with their display codes,
can be viewed by clicking on
“Links” at banbloodsports.com
and navigating to the “Link to Us”
section.

New this month: Check out our
new Twitter Feeder widget!

Lost & Found
Pets Ireland

Lost or found a pet? Check out
this useful Irish website:

Lost and Found Pets Ireland is
Ireland’'s only site dedicated to
Irish lost and found pets. Those
running the site say they “aim to
make reuniting lost Irish pets with
their owners as quick and easy
as possible.”

On www.lostandfoundpets.ie
you can: post free lost or found
pet listings, easily share that list-
ing using your favourite social
networking site and print and dis-
tribute a free customised lost or
found pet poster.

ACTION ALERT



ICABS ONLINE

KEEP up-to-date with the cam -
paign against blood sport s -
visit banbloodsport s.com for
all the latest up dates, news
items and action alert s.

To watch our campaign videos
and action alert presentations,
visit our Youtube channel at
www.youtube.com/icabs. Here
you will also find playlists featur-
ing Irish wildlife and the humane
alternatives to blood sports.

Please be sure to add us as
one of your top friends on
MySpace and Bebo. Our exciting
pages can be found at
myspace.com/banbloodsports
and bebo.com/banbloodsports.

For regular mini updates and
action alerts, please follow us on
Twitter. You can find our Twitter
page at www.twitter.com/ban
bloodsports. Please RT our posts
and help spread the word about
our campaign.

For leaflets, newsletters,
posters and reports, head over to
www.scribd.com/banbloodsports
where 63, and counting, docu-
ments await you.

Help us highlight our websites.
Click on Links at www.banblood-
sports.com and choose a promo
banner to display on your web-
site. Thank you!

“No netting”
display sign

HELP THE Irish Hare by down -
loading, laminating and display -
ing copies of our "Hare
Sanctuary - No Coursing, No
Netting, No Hunting" poster on
the boundaries of your land.

Never give coursers permission to
catch or course hares on your land.
If anyone comes on to your land to
disturb hares, please call your local
wildlife ranger and the Gardai.

Use your power as a custodian of
Ireland's wildlife heritage to protect
this vulnerable species from perse-
cution. Thank you very much.

You can download the poster now
from www.tinyurl.com/nonetting




| etters to Editors

Sir, On the Dublin Horse Show edi-
tion of RTE's Nationwide pro-
gramme, a foxhunter was given the
opportunity to claim to the nation
that his horrendous blood sport is
"marvellous" and actually "misun-
derstood" by Irish people.

"I have seen it portrayed as being
vicious; a pack of hounds chasing
and killing a poor innocent fox," the
Ballymacad Foxhounds spokesper-
son declared before going on to
express his belief that if viewers fol-
lowed a hunt for a day and "kept a
broad and open mind about it", their
opinions would surely change.

To allow this man to stand in front
of a camera and spout such non-
sense, Nationwide must have
missed a very disturbing report
which appeared earlier this year in
hardcore hunting magazine Earth
Dog, Running Dog.

In it, the sickening cruelty to foxes
during a Ballymacad hunt was
explicitly illustrated. We were told of
one patrticular fox that was "hunted
hard" for half an hour by hounds that
were "really pushing him". When
this terrified creature found refuge
underground, the hunt's terrierman
was summoned to carry out what
was described as a "nice little dig".
Nets were placed around the exits to
the hole and a terrier was sent in to
violently confront the cornered crea-
ture. It attacked for 15 minutes until
the fox came running out "like a run-
away train" to meet its death.

During the same hunt, hounds
pushed a vixen into a "tight spot
under a stone wall". When escape
routes were again blocked, another
terrier was sent in and savaged her
to death.

The Irish Council Against Blood
Sports has called on Nationwide to
stop giving hunters a platform to
misportray this despicable cruelty.

Philip Kiernan, ICABS

Highlight the suffering of animals in Ireland - W

D.J. Histon, CEO of the Irish
Coursing Club, writes to set the
record straight on hare coursing
(Letters, September 24).

He does nothing of the sort. The
fact remains that hare coursing is
cruel and uncivilised.

It is disturbing that the word
"sport” is mentioned four times in
the letter. It is nothing of the kind.
It is a barbaric practice fit for the
Dark Ages.

Some of the language used in
the letter is astonishing -- "given
a 100-yard advantage", "hares
are harvested".

As to the suggestion that an
unregulated form of the "sport"
would lead to illegal hunting and
unmanaged preserves, two falla-
cious arguments put together
don't make a sound argument.

| am sure the hare would prefer
unmanaged preserves over a
100-yard advantage.

Maurice Carty, Co Galway

Seal Cull, Irish Independent
August 18 2009

| would like to support the call
for a cull on the seal population in
Dublin Bay.

| understand some seals are
terrorising swimmers. In addition,
| suggest we also put down dogs
that bark at night, roosters that
crow too early in the morning and
the flock of sparrows outside my
bedroom window.

Once we've tidied that up, we
can get around to culling igno-
rance, arrogance and selfish-
ness.

Declan Kenny, Leixlip

DJ Histon of the Irish Coursing
Club (1CC) tells us how wonderful-
ly concerned he and his col-
leagues are about the welfare of
hares (Letters, September 24).

They will go to any lengths to
ensure that the hares have a bet-
ter chance of not coming to grief
when these creatures are set up
as live bait for greyhounds at
coursing events. But we know that
hares can and do get struck by the
muzzled dogs, sustaining painful
injuries.

The ICC says it doesn't want to
see any hares killed or injured in
coursing.

Why then will it not switch to drag
coursing, in which a mechanical
lure is used and no hares have to
run for their lives in terror from the
dogs?

After all, the contest in each
course is between the two com-
peting greyhounds, with the hare,
as the coursing people state,
being incidental to the process.
And | would like to know what the
Green Party is doing about hare
coursing. In opposition it pledged
itself repeatedly to a ban on the
bloodsport and included in its elec-
tion manifesto a commitment to
abolish coursing if the party got
into government.

Not only have the Greens failed
to honour that pledge, their leader,
the Environment Minister John
Gormley, is the man who recently
signed the order giving the go-
ahead to nationwide netting of
hares for another season of cours-
ing cruelty.

With "friends" like the Irish
Coursing Club and the Yellow
Greens, the gentle Irish hare
doesn't need any enemies.

Chris Morris, Kilkenny

rite a letter to your local newsp aper today .




Bad Hare Days:
another good
reason to buy!

IN THE last edition of Animal
Voice, we featured a review
of “Bad Hare Days” by anti-

coursing camp aigner John
Fitzgerald.

Since then, we have spotted
the following amusing com-
ment which was displayed on
Mr Fitzgerald’'s website. It
comes from a coursing sup-
porter who is very upset that
the appalling cruelty of the
blood sport is being exposed in
the book.

"Our club is outraged at this
book Bad Hare Days,” the man
identifying himself only as
Proud Coursing Fan says. “It
could do untold damage to
coursing if enough misguided
readers pick it up who don't
understand the real point of
coursing.”

The coursing fanatic goes on
to bemoan the demise of other
cruel blood sports that are now
illegal, saying “these people
who say coursing should be
banned are the same kind of
cranks that succeeded in get-
ting cockfighting and badger
sporting banned.”

He adds: “Don't be afraid to
advise anyone you know not to
buy it. Every sale will just boost
the egos of animal rights peo-
ple and encourage them to
keep going.”

Yet another good reason to
rush out now and pick up a
copy of this otherwise highly
commended title!

Order now from www.tinyurl.
com/badharedays or visit John
Fitzgerald’s website for more
information - www.myspace.
com/banharecoursingireland

Sinn Fein TD pledges t
get motion rescinded

ICABS HAS learned that Martin
Ferris, TD has given coursers,

foxhunters and deerhunters a

guarantee that he will get a
Sinn Fein motion to ban blood

sport s overturned.

The motion, calling for "a total
ban on all blood sports, including
hare coursing and fox hunting"
was passed at Sinn Fein's 2009
Ardfheis after delegates voted in
its favour.

Mr Ferris's determination to
thwart this democratic process
was revealed in a recent edition
of greyhound journal, the
Sporting Press, and more recent-
ly at a meeting of the Hunting
Association of Ireland (repre-
senting hunters and coursers).

The HAI website outlined that
"Martin Ferris TD assured the
meeting of his unequivocal sup-
port for hunting and all other field
sports and of his intention to gain
party support likewise."

In the Sporting Press, it was
reported that D.J. Histon of the
Irish Coursing Club announced
at a provincial meeting that they
had "recently met with Martin
Ferris in relation to the motion to
ban blood sports” and that "Mr
Ferris had given a guarantee that
he would get the motion over-
turned at the next Ard Fheis."

ICABS is stunned by Martin
Ferris's arrogance and apparent
disregard for the views of the
majority of Sinn Fein members
who voted for a blood sports ban.

Some years ago, Martin Ferris
attended an ICABS information
meeting in Dail Eireann, where
he was shown footage of a fox
being dug out and torn apart by
hounds, deer being hounded and
hares being severely mauled. At
that meeting, he expressed his
opposition to fox hunting, but
said that he didn't consider hare
coursing to be a "blood sport".
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- Help make a difference! Become a supporter today!

| am opposed to blood sport s and agree with the aims of the Irish Council
Against Blood S ports. | wish to become a supporter or renew my support

Family (Euro20), Individual (Euro15) Unwaged (Euro8)
I Pay by credit card or Payp al: Click on Shop at banbloodsport s.com

| | enclose cheque or postal order for my annual subscription

for the sum of Euro....... and a donation of Euro..... (optional).
Name:

Address:

Phone: Mobile:

Email Address:

Kindly return to ICABS, PO Box 88, Mullingar

For copies of this form, click on “Join ICABS” at www

Against Blood S ports. Editorial T eam: Philip Kiernan & Aideen Yourell. Layout and design:

| wish to receive occasional campaign updates and action items by email O
I will respond to occasional action items. Please post or text them to me O I
Please send me a receipt O (S.A.E. appreciated)

, Co Westmeath, Ireland.
.banbloodsport s.com

Philip Kiernan.

Download more copies of Animal Voice by clicking on Newsletters at www.banbloodsports.com or at www.scribd.com/banbloodsports. Thanks for reading!



